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§576-A.  Greenhouse gas emissions reductions
1.  2030 annual emissions level.  By January 1, 2030, the State shall reduce gross annual greenhouse gas emissions to at least 45% below the 1990 gross annual greenhouse gas emissions level.
[PL 2019, c. 476, §7 (NEW).]
2.  Interim emissions level.  By January 1, 2040, the gross annual greenhouse gas emissions level must, at a minimum, be on an annual trajectory sufficient to achieve the 2050 annual emissions level in accordance with subsection 3.
[PL 2019, c. 476, §7 (NEW).]
2-A.  Carbon neutrality.  Beginning January 1, 2045, net annual greenhouse gas emissions may not exceed zero metric tons.
[PL 2021, c. 517, §1 (NEW).]
3.  2050 annual emissions level.  By January 1, 2050, the State shall reduce gross annual greenhouse gas emissions to at least 80% below the 1990 gross annual greenhouse gas emissions level.
[PL 2019, c. 476, §7 (NEW).]
4.  Monitoring, reporting and compliance rules.  By July 1, 2021, the department shall adopt rules to track and report to the Legislature on gross annual greenhouse gas emissions and net annual greenhouse gas emissions.
Notwithstanding any provision of section 341‑H to the contrary, by September 1, 2021, the board shall adopt rules to ensure compliance with the levels established by subsections 1 to 3 which:
A.  Must be consistent with the climate action plan, as updated pursuant to section 577, subsection 1;  [PL 2019, c. 476, §7 (NEW).]
B.  Must prioritize greenhouse gas emissions reductions by sectors that are the most significant sources of greenhouse gas emissions, as identified by the United States Energy Information Administration and in the department's biennial reports submitted under section 578, taking into account gross greenhouse gas emissions reductions achieved by each sector since 1990 measured as a percentage of statewide gross greenhouse gas emissions and taking into account the cost-effectiveness of future gross greenhouse gas emissions reductions by each sector;  [PL 2019, c. 476, §7 (NEW).]
C.  Must be fair and equitable and account for and give significant weight to greenhouse gas emissions reductions already achieved by various sectors; and  [PL 2019, c. 476, §7 (NEW).]
D.  May establish a mechanism for crediting voluntary measures that quantifiably and reliably sequester additional carbon in forests, farms and coastal lands in the State or by the use of materials that sequester additional carbon.  [PL 2019, c. 476, §7 (NEW).]
The Department of Transportation, after consultation with the department, may adopt rules as necessary to ensure compliance with the levels established by subsections 1 to 3.
Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[PL 2019, c. 476, §7 (NEW).]
5.  Annual report.  On or before February 15, 2024, and annually thereafter, the Department of Transportation shall submit a report to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over environment and natural resources matters and transportation matters regarding capital work plan investments designed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions associated with the Department of Transportation during the prior calendar year, including a summary of Department of Transportation-related greenhouse gas emissions associated with different sources and Department of Transportation-related greenhouse gas emissions associated with new road alignment construction activities during the prior calendar year.
[PL 2023, c. 234, §1 (NEW).]
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