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§2522.  Maintenance of utility facilities
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a transmission and distribution utility or entity 

authorized under section 2301 to construct lines may trim, cut or remove by cutting trees located within 
the public right-of-way of a public way and may trim or cut portions of trees encroaching upon the 
public right-of-way when necessary to ensure safe and reliable service if:  [PL 2011, c. 623, Pt. B, 
§12 (AMD).]

1.  Notice to applicable licensing authority.  Notice is provided by the utility or entity to the 
applicable licensing authority, as defined in section 2502, at least 30 days before the trimming, cutting 
or removal of trees;
[PL 2011, c. 623, Pt. B, §12 (AMD).]

2.  Consultation with applicable licensing authority.  Upon request of the applicable licensing 
authority, the utility or entity consults with the applicable licensing authority before the trimming, 
cutting or removal of trees.  Notice must be sent to each municipality in which trimming, cutting or 
removal of trees is to be conducted and the utility or entity shall consult with the applicable municipal 
licensing authority or, if none, the municipal officers before commencing operations.  The municipal 
licensing authority or, if none, the municipal officers may elect to hold a public hearing on the utility's 
or entity's proposal and, if so, the utility or entity may not commence operations until after the public 
hearing has been held;
[PL 2011, c. 623, Pt. B, §12 (AMD).]

3.  Public notice.  Public notice is placed in at least 2 newspapers with circulation in the area where 
trimming, cutting or removal of trees is scheduled to occur at least 30 days before the trimming, cutting 
or removal of those trees.  The notice must state that customers may request to be placed on the list, 
required under subsection 4, of persons who have requested to be personally consulted before the 
trimming, cutting or removal of trees;
[PL 1993, c. 399, §1 (NEW).]

4.  Customer notice list.  Before the trimming, cutting or removal of trees, the utility or entity 
confers with any person who requests personal consultation concerning the trimming, cutting or 
removal of trees on property in which the person has a legal interest.  The utility or entity shall keep a 
list of persons who have requested personal consultation under this subsection.  The utility or entity 
shall notify annually, in the form of a bill insert, all of the utility's or entity's customers of the 
opportunity to be on the list required under this subsection; and
[PL 2011, c. 623, Pt. B, §12 (AMD).]

5.  Shade and ornamental trees.  Before removing a shade or ornamental tree, the utility or entity 
consults with the owner of the land upon which the tree is located.  For purposes of this subsection, 
"owner" includes a person who owns the underlying fee interest in land encumbered with a public 
easement.
[PL 2011, c. 623, Pt. B, §12 (AMD).]

This section does not apply to trimming, cutting or removal of trees undertaken in emergency 
situations.  [RR 1993, c. 1, §103 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
RR 1993, c. 1, §103 (COR). PL 1993, c. 399, §1 (NEW). PL 1999, c. 398, §A39 (AMD). PL 
1999, c. 398, §§A104,105 (AFF). PL 2011, c. 623, Pt. B, §12 (AMD). 

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include 
the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects 
changes made through the Second Regular Session of the 131st Maine Legislature and is current through January 1, 2025. The 



MRS Title 35-A, §2522. MAINTENANCE OF UTILITY FACILITIES

2  | §2522. Maintenance of utility facilities Generated 
01.07.2025

text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the 
Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our 
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to 
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the 
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.


