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CHAPTER 151

HEALTH, WELFARE AND IMPROVEMENTS

§3101.  Eminent domain power
A municipality may acquire real estate or easements for any public use by using the condemnation 

procedure for town ways, as provided in Title 23, chapter 304, subject to the following provisions.  The 
limitations set forth in this section do not apply to any taking authorized by any other law.  [PL 1989, 
c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. A, §29 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. 
C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

1.  Owner resides on land.  The municipality may not take any land without the consent of the 
owner if, at the time of the taking, the owner or the owner's family resides in a dwelling house located 
on the land.
[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); 
PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

2.  Limitation on use.  Except as provided in paragraph A, land taken under this section may not 
be used for any purpose other than the purposes for which it was originally taken.

A.  Land in any municipality which is taken for a public park may, by authority of a majority vote 
of the municipal legislative body, be conveyed to the Federal Government to become part of a 
national park.  [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 
1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); 
PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

3.  Business relocation benefits.  Whenever the acquisition of real property pursuant to this section 
results in the displacement of a business or farm, the municipality shall provide payment for moving 
and related expenses as applicable under Title 23, section 244.
[PL 2005, c. 642, §4 (NEW).]

4.  Residence relocation benefits.  Whenever the acquisition of real property pursuant to this 
section results in the displacement of a person from a dwelling, the municipality shall provide payment 
for moving and related expenses, as well as replacement housing as applicable under Title 23, sections 
244 to 244‑C.
[PL 2005, c. 642, §4 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1987, c. 737, §§A2,C106 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD). PL 1989, 
c. 104, §§A29,C8,C10 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 642, §4 (AMD). 
§3102.  Improvement of navigation and prevention of erosion

A municipality may acquire real estate or easements by the condemnation procedure for town ways, 
as provided in Title 23, chapter 304, and may contract with the State Government and Federal 
Government to comply with requirements imposed by the Federal Government in authorizing any 
project which has been approved by the Governor for improving harbor and river navigation or 
preventing property damage by erosion or flood.  [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 
737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. 
C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

1.  Municipalities may act jointly.  Two or more municipalities may act jointly in performing the 
operations authorized by this section.
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[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); 
PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

2.  Governor's power.  With regard to such a project, the Governor may:
A.  Designate a state agency to make any investigation considered necessary;  [PL 1987, c. 737, 
Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 
9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]
B.  Provide for the State's payment of up to 1/2 of the contribution required by the Federal 
Government, when the Legislature has made an appropriation for it; and  [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, 
§2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 
(AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]
C.  Make an agreement with the Federal Government to hold and save it harmless from resulting 
claims.  [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, 
c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); 
PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1987, c. 737, §§A2,C106 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD). PL 1989, 
c. 104, §§C8,10 (AMD). 
§3103.  Natural gas systems

1.  Order.  To protect the health and safety of the public, municipalities which have natural gas 
distribution systems may, without hearing, order the gas company or natural gas pipeline company 
which distributes natural gas to shut down all or part of that system in any emergency.  The municipality 
shall, by ordinance, set the procedure to be followed in ordering the shutdown.
[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); 
PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

2.  Refusal.  If the distributing utility refuses to carry out the order given under authority of 
subsection 1, then the municipal officers may take appropriate action to ensure that the system or any 
part of the system is shut down.  The municipal officers may prescribe criminal penalties for violation 
of the order.
[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); 
PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1987, c. 737, §§A2,C106 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD). PL 1989, 
c. 104, §§C8,10 (AMD). 
§3104.  Abatement of nuisances

The municipal officers of a municipality may, in the municipality's name, file a complaint in any 
court of competent jurisdiction requesting the abatement of any public nuisance within the municipality.  
[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); 
PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1987, c. 737, §§A2,C106 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD). PL 1989, 
c. 104, §§C8,10 (AMD). 
§3105.  Small borrow pits
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1.  Requirements.  The following provisions apply to any borrow pit not otherwise within the 
jurisdiction of the Department of Environmental Protection, under Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter I, 
article 6, and which is not subject to a municipal ordinance enacted under subsection 2.

A.  All borrow pits subject to this subsection shall comply with the following requirements.
(1)  The average slope of any cut bank measured from a point located 10 feet from the boundary 
of any abutting property to the bottom of the cut bank in the pit shall not exceed a horizontal 
to vertical ratio of 2:1.  The owner of the borrow pit is responsible for maintaining this 
condition.
(2)  The top of the cut bank of the borrow pit shall, at no time, be closer than 10 feet from the 
property boundary of any abutting landowner.  [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, 
c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, 
c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

B.  Upon request of any owner of land abutting any borrow pit, the municipal officers shall conduct 
an inspection of the borrow pit to ascertain compliance with this subsection.

(1)  The municipal officers may request the Department of Transportation, Bureau of Project 
Development, Construction Division, to inspect the borrow pit in place of the municipal 
inspection.  The Construction Division shall conduct an inspection of the borrow pit in question 
when requested to do so by the municipal officers.  [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 
1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 
1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

C.  The person or persons conducting the inspection shall report their findings to the municipal 
officers, the abutting landowner initiating the request and the owner of the borrow pit.  
Measurements shall be made from the property line designated by the abutting property owner 
initiating the request.  [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 
(NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 
(AMD).]
D.  If the borrow pit is in violation of this subsection, the owner is liable for the cost of the 
inspection.  If the borrow pit is not in violation of this subsection, the abutting landowner who made 
the request is liable for the cost of the inspection.  [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, 
c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 
104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]
E.  Upon notification of any violation under this subsection, the owner of the borrow pit shall bring 
the borrow pit into compliance with this subsection within 60 days.  The municipal officers may 
require a shorter compliance period if they find that the violation poses an imminent danger to 
public safety or private property.  [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, 
§106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 
10 (AMD).]
F.  Any owner of a borrow pit who fails to bring the borrow pit into compliance with this subsection 
is subject to a civil penalty not to exceed $50 per day for every day elapsing after the expiration of 
the compliance schedule established under paragraph E, payable to the municipality in which the 
borrow pit is located, to be recovered in a civil action brought by the municipality.  [PL 1987, c. 
737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, 
c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); 
PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]

2.  Municipal jurisdiction.  A municipality may enact ordinances under its home rule authority 
regulating the siting, construction or operation of borrow pits not within the jurisdiction of the 
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Department of Environmental Protection, under Title 38, chapter 3, subchapter I, article 6.  The 
ordinance must, at a minimum, include the requirements of subsection 1, paragraph A, but may include 
standards which exceed those requirements.
[PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); 
PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1987, c. 737, §§A2,C106 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD). PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD). PL 1989, 
c. 104, §§C8,10 (AMD). 
§3106.  Disposition of abandoned property

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms 
have the following meanings.

A.  "Covered property" means all tangible property, other than tangible property described in Title 
33, section 2065, located in or on real estate acquired by a political subdivision through tax 
delinquency proceedings pursuant to Title 36 or through any similar procedure created by statute 
for the collection of unpaid taxes, assessments, expenses or charges.  "Covered property" includes 
all tangible property, other than tangible property described in Title 33, section 2065, located in or 
on real estate that has been determined to be a dangerous building pursuant to Title 17, chapter 91, 
subchapter 4.  [PL 2019, c. 498, §19 (AMD).]
B.  "Political subdivision" has the same meaning as in section 2252.  [PL 1999, c. 667, §1 
(NEW).]

[PL 2019, c. 498, §19 (AMD).]
2.  Procedure.  A political subdivision may dispose of covered property that has been abandoned 

in accordance with this section.
A.  The municipal officers in the case of a city, town or plantation, the county commissioners in 
the case of a county and in all other cases the governing board of a political subdivision, or the 
designee of any of these, may give written notice to the owner or owners of covered property, if 
known, instructing the owner or owners to remove the covered property from the real estate in or 
on which it is located within 21 days after receipt of the notice.  [PL 1999, c. 667, §1 (NEW).]
B.  Notice must be mailed by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the owner or owners of the 
covered property.  Notice is sufficient under this paragraph if the signed receipt is returned or the 
certified mail is returned as refused by the recipient.  [PL 1999, c. 667, §1 (NEW).]
C.  If sufficient notice was not given under paragraph B or if, with reasonable diligence, the identity 
or the address of an owner or owners can not be determined, the notice is sufficient if it is not 
mailed but published twice consecutively in a daily or weekly newspaper having general circulation 
in the municipality or political subdivision in which the covered property is located.  [PL 1999, c. 
667, §1 (NEW).]
D.  The political subdivision has no responsibility to safeguard or otherwise preserve or protect the 
covered property pending restoration to its owner or other disposal.  [PL 1999, c. 667, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 1999, c. 667, §1 (NEW).]
3.  Content of notice.  Whether mailed or published, notice need not include a roster or inventory 

of the covered property, but need only state that tangible personal property that may belong to the 
addressee, owner or former owner is located in or on real property within the ownership or control of 
the political subdivision, and that on contact with the originating political subdivision, arrangements 
can be made for removal of covered property belonging to that addressee, owner or former owner.
[PL 1999, c. 667, §1 (NEW).]



MRS Title 30-A, Chapter 151. HEALTH, WELFARE AND IMPROVEMENTS

Generated 
01.07.2025 Chapter 151. HEALTH, WELFARE AND IMPROVEMENTS |  5

4.  Disposal of covered property.  If the covered property is not claimed within 21 days after 
notice is given under subsection 2 or if the owner or owners have claimed the property within the 21 
days but have not taken possession of the property within 10 days of claiming it, the political 
subdivision shall:

A.  Sell the covered property in a commercially reasonable manner; or  [PL 1999, c. 667, §1 
(NEW).]
B.  If the property has no market value, otherwise dispose of the property.  [PL 1999, c. 667, §1 
(NEW).]

[PL 1999, c. 667, §1 (NEW).]
5.  Deposit of funds.  After the sale of the property, the political subdivision may apply proceeds 

from the sale to unpaid taxes, assessments and expenses of storage, notice and sale.  Any balance and 
the records of the sale must be reported and delivered to the Treasurer of State in accordance with Title 
33, section 1959, subsection 1.
[PL 1999, c. 667, §1 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1999, c. 667, §1 (NEW). PL 2019, c. 498, §19 (AMD). 
§3106-A.  Municipal authority to manage abandoned mobile homes

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms 
have the following meanings.

A.  "Mobile home" has the same meaning as in Title 10, section 9091, subsection 1.  [PL 2015, c. 
244, §1 (NEW).]
B.  "Property defect" means a condition that, in the judgment of the municipality, contributes to 
blight as a result of the continued lack of care, maintenance or security of a property.  [PL 2015, 
c. 244, §1 (NEW).]
C.  "Responsible party" includes the owner or owners of record for a mobile home, not including a 
mortgagee.  [PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]
2.  Municipal authority.  In accordance with this section, the municipal officers or their designees 

may regulate the care, maintenance and security of a mobile home determined to be abandoned under 
subsection 4 if the responsible parties fail to address the property defects after notice and an opportunity 
to comply, and the municipality may recover its costs from the responsible parties.  The authority 
established by this section may not be construed to replace or supplant any municipal authority to 
provide for basic necessities under Title 14, section 6026‑A or address dangerous buildings under Title 
17, chapter 91, subchapter 4.  Municipal action under this section may not be interpreted to bestow any 
responsibility on the municipality to safeguard or otherwise preserve or protect an abandoned mobile 
home.  A municipality is authorized to take corrective action in accordance with this section, up to and 
including taking possession of and disposing of an abandoned mobile home and all related personal 
property.
[PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]

3.  Notice of foreclosure; designation of representative.  When initiating a foreclosure action on 
a property, a foreclosing mortgagee shall notify the municipality where the property is situated and 
designate an in-state representative responsible for responding to municipal inquiries regarding the 
property.  The foreclosing mortgagee shall provide the municipality where the property is located with 
the contact information for the mortgagee's in-state representative.  For the purposes of this subsection, 
"contact information" means both a mailing address and a direct telephone number with a functioning 
voice mailbox, as well as the in-state representative's direct e-mail address when available.
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[PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]
4.  Determination of abandonment.  Before a municipality may initiate corrective measures to 

address property defects pursuant to this section, either a court or the municipal officers must have 
determined that the mobile home has been abandoned according to the evidence of abandonment 
described in Title 14, section 6326, subsection 2, paragraph A, C, D, E, F, G or H.

A.  The municipal officers shall provide notice to the responsible party and hold a hearing before 
making a determination that a mobile home has been abandoned.  The notice of hearing must:

(1)  State the scheduled date, time and location of the hearing; and
(2)  Inform the responsible party that, upon a finding of abandonment, the municipality may 
require the responsible party to correct any property defects within 60 days of issuing a notice 
to correct.  [PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]

B.  A hearing under paragraph A must be held not less than 7 days after receipt or publication of 
the notice.  [PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]
C.  An order issued by the municipality determining that a mobile home is abandoned may be 
combined with the notice to correct set forth in subsection 5.  [PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]
5.  Notice to correct.  Upon a finding of abandonment, the municipal officers may give written 

notice to the responsible party to correct the property defect.  The municipal notice to correct under this 
subsection must:

A.  Identify the property defect;  [PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]
B.  State the municipality's intention to take appropriate preventive or corrective measures to 
address the property defect;  [PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]
C.  Identify the measures the municipality will take if the responsible party has not remedied the 
property defect identified within 60 days of the notice to correct;  [PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]
D.  State the municipality's intention to subsequently recover the municipality's direct, legal and 
administrative costs from the responsible party;  [PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]
E.  Inform the responsible party of the responsible party's ability to avert the municipality's actions 
by remedying the property defect as identified in the notice; and  [PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]
F.  State the municipality's intention to take possession of and dispose of the mobile home and all 
related personal property if the responsible party has not remedied the property defect identified 
within 60 days of the notice to correct.  [PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]
6.  Notice process.  A notice required to be given under this section is governed by the following.
A.  Notice must be hand-delivered or mailed by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the 
responsible party.  Notice is sufficient if the signed receipt is returned or the certified mail is 
returned as refused by the recipient.  [PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]
B.  If the name or address of the responsible party cannot be determined with reasonable diligence, 
or notice was otherwise not successful pursuant to paragraph A, the notice must be published twice 
consecutively in a daily or weekly newspaper having general circulation in the municipality in 
which the mobile home is located.  [PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]
7.  Costs.  A responsible party is jointly and severally liable to a municipality for its direct, legal 

and administrative costs incurred while remedying or attempting to remedy the property defect pursuant 
to this section.  The responsible party shall reimburse the municipality for its costs within 30 days after 
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demand, or a special tax may be assessed against the property in the amount of those costs and may be 
collected in the same manner as other state, county and municipal taxes are collected.
[PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]

8.  Appeals.  An appeal to a determination of abandonment by the municipal officers pursuant to 
subsection 4 is to the Superior Court pursuant to the provisions of the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, 
Rule 80B.
[PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW).]
REVISOR'S NOTE: §3106-A.  Municipal authority to manage abandoned properties (As enacted by 
PL 2015, c. 276, §1 is REALLOCATED TO TITLE 30-A, SECTION 3106-B)
SECTION HISTORY
RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL). PL 2015, c. 244, §1 (NEW). PL 2015, c. 276, §1 (NEW). 
§3106-B.  Municipal authority to manage abandoned properties
(REALLOCATED FROM TITLE 30-A, SECTION 3106-A)

1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms 
have the following meanings.

A.  "Property defects" means the conditions that, in the judgment of the municipality, contribute to 
blight as a result of the continued lack of care, maintenance or security of a property.  [RR 2015, 
c. 1, §35 (RAL).]
B.  "Responsible parties" means the owner or owners of record.  [RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]

[RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]
2.  Municipal authority.  In accordance with this section, the municipal officers or the officers' 

designee may regulate the care, maintenance and security of property determined to be abandoned 
under subsection 4, if the responsible parties fail to address the property defects after notice and an 
opportunity to comply.  The municipality may recover its costs from the responsible parties.  The 
authorities established by this section may not be construed to replace or supplant any municipal 
authority to provide for basic necessities under Title 14, section 6026‑A or address dangerous properties 
under Title 17, chapter 91, subchapter 4.  Municipal action under this section may not be interpreted to 
bestow any responsibility on the municipality to safeguard or otherwise preserve or protect abandoned 
property.
[RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]

3.  Notice of foreclosure; designation of representative.  When initiating a foreclosure action on 
a property, a foreclosing mortgagee shall notify the municipality where the property is situated and 
designate an in-state representative responsible for the property.
[RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]

4.  Determination of abandonment.  Before a municipality may initiate corrective action measures 
to address property defects pursuant to this section, either a court or the municipal officers must have 
determined that the property has been abandoned according to the evidence of abandonment described 
in Title 14, section 6326, subsection 2, paragraph A, C, D, E, F, G or H.

A.  The municipal officers shall provide notice to the responsible parties and hold a hearing before 
making a determination that a property has been abandoned.  The notice of hearing must:

(1)  State the scheduled date, time and location of the hearing; and
(2)  Inform the responsible parties that, upon a finding of abandonment, the municipality may 
require the responsible parties to correct any property defects within 30 days of the issuance of 
a notice to correct or, if a permit is required to correct property defects, the municipality may 
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require the responsible parties to promptly seek a permit and to correct the defects within 30 
days of the issuance of the permit.  [RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]

B.  A hearing under paragraph A may be held no less than 7 days after receipt or publication of the 
notice.  [RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]
C.  An order issued by the municipality determining that a property is abandoned may be combined 
with the notice to correct set forth in subsection 5.  [RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]

[RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]
5.  Notice to correct.  Upon a finding of abandonment, the municipal officers may give written 

notice to the responsible parties to correct identified property defects. The municipal notice to correct 
under this section must:

A.  Identify the property defects;  [RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]
B.  State the municipality's intention to take appropriate preventive or corrective measures to 
address the property defects;  [RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]
C.  Identify the measures the municipality will take if the responsible parties have not remedied the 
property defects identified within 30 days of the notice to correct;  [RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]
D.  State the municipality's intention to subsequently recover the municipality's direct, legal and 
administrative costs from the responsible parties; and  [RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]
E.  Inform the responsible parties of their ability to avert the municipality's actions by remedying 
the property defects as identified in the notice.  [RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]

[RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]
6.  Notice process.  A notice required to be given under this section is governed by the following.
A.  Notice must be hand-delivered or mailed by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the 
responsible parties. Notice is sufficient if the signed receipt is returned or the certified mail is 
returned as refused by the recipient.  [RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]
B.  If the address of the responsible parties cannot be determined with reasonable diligence, the 
notice is sufficient if it is published twice consecutively in a daily or weekly newspaper having 
general circulation in the municipality in which the property is located.  [RR 2015, c. 1, §35 
(RAL).]

[RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]
7.  In-state representatives.  Mortgagees who have initiated a foreclosure on a property shall 

designate a representative whose place of business is within this State to be responsible for responding 
to municipal inquiries regarding the property.  The foreclosing mortgagee shall provide the municipality 
in which the property is located with the contact information for the mortgagee's in-state representative.  
For the purposes of this subsection, "contact information" means both a mailing address and a direct 
telephone number with a functioning voice mailbox, as well as the responsible party's direct e-mail 
address when available.
[RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]

8.  Recovery of costs.  All responsible parties are jointly and severally liable to a municipality for 
its direct, legal and administrative costs incurred while remedying or attempting to remedy the property 
defects pursuant to this section.  The responsible parties shall reimburse the municipality for its costs 
within 30 days after demand, or a special tax may be assessed against the property in the amount of 
those costs and may be collected in the same manner as other state, county and municipal taxes are 
collected.
[RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]
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9.  Appeals.  An appeal from a finding of abandonment by the municipal officers pursuant to this 
section is to the Superior Court, pursuant to the provisions of the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 
80B.
[RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL).]
SECTION HISTORY
RR 2015, c. 1, §35 (RAL). 
§3107.  Abandoned cemeteries

1.  Abandoned cemetery.  For purposes of this section, "abandoned cemetery" means a cemetery 
in which no burial has been made in the previous 40 years and the lots or grave sites of which have not 
been maintained within the previous 10 years, except for maintenance rendered by the municipality in 
which the cemetery is located.
[PL 2005, c. 225, §1 (NEW).]

2.  Acquisition by municipality.  A municipality may acquire an abandoned cemetery, including 
ownership of any unoccupied lots or grave sites in the cemetery.  The municipality shall use due 
diligence in identifying any owners of the abandoned cemetery or any of the cemetery's unoccupied 
lots or grave sites and provide notice to the owners of the municipality's intention to acquire the 
abandoned cemetery. If a municipality cannot locate an owner pursuant to this subsection, the 
municipality shall publish notice of its intention to acquire the abandoned cemetery for 3 successive 
weeks in a newspaper having general circulation in the county in which the municipality is located.
[PL 2005, c. 225, §1 (NEW).]

3.  Notice.  The notice required in subsection 2 must give a basic description of the abandoned 
cemetery by referencing the municipality's tax maps, set a date and place where objections to the 
acquisition of the abandoned cemetery by the municipality will be received and heard and, if there are 
unoccupied lots or grave sites in the abandoned cemetery, state the municipality's intention to acquire 
the unoccupied lots or grave sites.
[PL 2005, c. 225, §1 (NEW).]

4.  Reassertion by owner.  If an owner who receives notice under subsection 2 objects to the 
municipality's acquisition of the abandoned cemetery or an unoccupied lot or grave site in the cemetery, 
the owner must in writing object and reassert the owner's right of ownership over the abandoned 
cemetery or unoccupied lot or grave site within 14 days of the date of the notice.  An owner who 
reasserts ownership rights under this subsection shall promptly conform to all municipal ordinances 
concerning the abandoned cemetery or unoccupied lot or gravesite.
[PL 2005, c. 225, §1 (NEW).]

5.  Reversion to municipality.  Title to an abandoned cemetery and any unoccupied lots or grave 
sites described in the notice required under subsection 2 reverts to the municipality if an objection by 
an owner of the abandoned cemetery or unoccupied lot or grave site within the cemetery is not received 
by the 15th day after notice is sent to an identified owner or the last notice is published in a newspaper 
of general circulation as required under subsection 2.  After title has reverted pursuant to this subsection, 
the municipality shall record a confirmation of the acquisition of the abandoned cemetery, including a 
basic description of the cemetery referencing the municipality's tax maps, in the registry of deeds in the 
county in which the cemetery is located.
[PL 2005, c. 225, §1 (NEW).]

6.  Maintenance of title and characteristics.  Once title to an abandoned cemetery has been 
recorded by a municipality, that municipality shall maintain the title in perpetuity and may never 
transfer title to the cemetery.  The municipality shall also maintain the characteristics of the cemetery 
with no change in use of the cemetery land.
[PL 2005, c. 225, §1 (NEW).]
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7.  Survey and preservation plan.  Prior to acquiring an abandoned cemetery under this section, 
a municipality may cause a survey to be done of the cemetery for which it is acquiring title in order to 
ascertain the true extent of the cemetery.  The municipality may develop a preservation plan with 
guidance from a local cemetery corporation or association and local or state archaeologists.
[PL 2005, c. 225, §1 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 225, §1 (NEW). 
§3108.  Asthma inhalers and epinephrine autoinjectors

Municipal employees and volunteers that operate or assist in any municipal recreational program 
or camp may receive training on how to administer asthma inhalers and epinephrine autoinjectors as 
defined in Title 22, section 2150‑F, subsection 3. Municipal employees and volunteers may possess 
and administer prescribed asthma inhalers and epinephrine autoinjectors in order to provide emergency 
aid.  [PL 2019, c. 560, §5 (AMD).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 2007, c. 588, §1 (NEW). PL 2019, c. 560, §5 (AMD). 
§3109.  Broadcast television translator stations

A municipality may receive federal grants or contributions for the construction and operation of a 
broadcast television translator station as described in 47 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 74.732 
(2008).  Two or more municipalities may act jointly in performing the operations authorized by this 
section.  [PL 2009, c. 117, §2 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 2009, c. 117, §2 (NEW). 
§3110.  Road-naming disputes

Unless otherwise provided by local ordinance or charter, when there is a dispute over the naming 
of a town way, private way or private road for E-9-1-1 purposes, the decision of the municipal officers 
is final.  [PL 2009, c. 477, §1 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 2009, c. 477, §1 (NEW). 
§3111.  Vehicle emissions goals

In acquiring by purchase or lease light-duty motor vehicles a municipality shall to the extent 
practicable do so in a manner designed to increase by 2035 the percentage of plug-in hybrid electric 
vehicles and zero-emission vehicles acquired annually to 100% of the annual acquisitions of light-duty 
motor vehicles.  [PL 2021, c. 693, §6 (NEW).]

For purposes of this section, "light-duty motor vehicle" means any vehicle with a gross vehicle 
weight rating of less than 10,000 pounds and "plug-in hybrid electric vehicle" has the same meaning as 
in Title 35‑A, section 10126, subsection 1, paragraph D.  [PL 2021, c. 693, §6 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 2021, c. 693, §6 (NEW). 

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include 
the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects 
changes made through the Second Regular Session of the 131st Maine Legislature and is current through January 1, 2025. The 



MRS Title 30-A, Chapter 151. HEALTH, WELFARE AND IMPROVEMENTS

Generated 
01.07.2025 Chapter 151. HEALTH, WELFARE AND IMPROVEMENTS |  11

text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the 
Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our 
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to 
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the 
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.


