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§4053.  Service and notice
The petition and the notice of hearing must be served on the parents and the guardian ad litem for 

the child at least 10 days prior to the hearing date. Service must be made in accordance with the District 
Court Civil Rules.  The department shall provide written notice of all reviews and hearings in advance 
of the proceeding to foster parents, preadoptive parents and relatives providing care.  The notice must 
be dated and signed, must include a statement that foster parents, preadoptive parents and relatives 
providing care are entitled to notice of and an opportunity to be heard in any review or hearing held 
with respect to the child and must contain the following language:

"The right to be heard includes only the right to testify and does not include the 
right to present other witnesses or evidence, to attend any other portion of the review 
or hearing or to have access to pleadings or records."  [PL 1997, c. 715, Pt. B, §15 
(AMD).]

A copy of the notice must be filed with the court prior to the review or hearing.  The department 
shall mail a copy of the petition to all attorneys of record when the petition is filed in court.  [PL 1997, 
c. 715, Pt. B, §15 (NEW).]
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