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§232.  Automatic registration by the bureau
1.  Application for driver's license or nondriver identification card; creation of pending voter 

registration record.  If an individual applies for, renews or updates a driver's license or nondriver 
identification card from the bureau, unless the individual opts out under section 234, the bureau shall 
record the documentation provided by the individual that provides proof of voter eligibility and create 
a pending voter registration record for that individual, which must be stored electronically in the 
bureau's database.  The pending voter registration record and the record of the accompanying 
documentation must be in a searchable, auditable format.
[PL 2021, c. 273, §3 (AMD).]

2.  Proof of citizenship.  If an individual in the course of business with the bureau provides a 
document that proves the individual is a United States citizen, the pending voter registration record of 
that individual in the bureau's database must indicate that the individual has fulfilled the citizenship 
eligibility requirement for the purpose of registering to vote.
[PL 2019, c. 409, §6 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 409, §9 (AFF).]

3.  Electronic transmission of voter registration data.  Unless the individual has opted out of 
automatic voter registration as provided in section 234, if an individual's pending voter registration 
record establishes voter eligibility, the bureau shall transmit electronically the individual's pending 
voter registration record to the applicable registrar of voters in a format that may be reviewed by the 
registrar and converted and uploaded into the central voter registration system.
[PL 2019, c. 409, §6 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 409, §9 (AFF).]

4.  Registration of individual or update of individual's registration record.  The registrar of 
voters shall determine whether an individual whose pending voter registration record was transmitted 
under subsection 3 is eligible to and registered to vote in the central voter registration system.  If the 
individual is eligible to vote but is not registered in the central voter registration system, the registrar 
shall enter the individual's information into the central voter registration system.  If the individual is 
registered to vote, the registrar shall enter any changes to the address or name of the individual in the 
central voter registration system to ensure that the voting lists are kept current.
[PL 2019, c. 409, §6 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 409, §9 (AFF).]

5.  Implementation.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the bureau may conduct 
the activities in subsections 1 to 3 beginning January 1, 2022 but is not required to comply with the 
requirements of subsections 1 to 3 until June 1, 2022.
[PL 2021, c. 273, §4 (NEW); PL 2021, c. 273, §30 (AFF).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 2019, c. 409, §6 (NEW). PL 2019, c. 409, §9 (AFF). PL 2021, c. 273, §§3, 4 (AMD). PL 
2021, c. 273, §30 (AFF). 

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include 
the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects 
changes made through the First Regular Session and the First Special Session of the131st Maine Legislature and is current through 
November 1, 2023. The text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary 
of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our 
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to 
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the 
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.


