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§15690-A.  Local action on increase in state share percentage
Notwithstanding section 1485, subsection 5, this section applies to school budgets adopted for fiscal years 2017-18 and 2018-19.  [PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. JJJJJJJ, §4 (NEW).]
1.  Required reduction in local contribution.  If the budget of a school administrative unit is based on assumptions that include an increase in state share, pursuant to section 15690, subsection 1, paragraph C, over the amount used in the most recent approved budget as the result of an increase in the state share of the school administrative unit’s total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12 under this chapter, the increase in state share must be used as follows.
A.  Fifty percent of the increase in state share pursuant to section 15690, subsection 1, paragraph C that is attributable to the increase in the state share over the state share amount used in the most recent approved budget must be used to lower the school administrative unit’s local contribution to the total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12.  [PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. JJJJJJJ, §4 (NEW).]
B.  The remaining 50% may be used only to increase expenditures for school purposes in cost center categories approved by the local school board, increase the allocation of finances for a reserve fund or provide an additional amount to lower the required local contribution to the total cost of education.  [PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. JJJJJJJ, §4 (NEW).]
[PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. JJJJJJJ, §4 (NEW).]
2.  Warrant.  If the budget of the school administrative unit is based on assumptions that include an increase in state share, pursuant to section 15690, subsection 1, paragraph C, over the amount used in the most recent approved budget as the result of an increase in the state share of the school administrative unit’s total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12 under this chapter, an article in substantially the form in paragraph A must be used to authorize the use of the increase in state share for the expenditures specified in subsection 1, paragraph B after the requirements of subsection 1, paragraph A are met.
A.  "Article.......:  To see what sums will be appropriated for the following purposes from the amount of the anticipated increase in state share of the school administrative unit’s total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12 over the amount used in the most recent approved budget as the result of an increase in the state share of the school administrative unit’s total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12 under this chapter:
(1)  (Amount appropriated) To increase expenditures for school purposes in cost center categories approved by the board (list of amounts by category should be provided);
(2)  (Amount appropriated) To increase the allocation of finances in a reserve fund for the purpose of (name of reserve fund); and
(3)  (Amount appropriated) To provide a decrease in the local contribution, as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20‑A, section 15690, subsection 1, paragraph A or B, section 15690, subsection 2 or section 15690, subsection 3 for local property taxpayers for funding public education."  [PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. JJJJJJJ, §4 (NEW).]
B.  If as a result of a vote on the article specified in paragraph A, subparagraph (3) a school administrative unit does not raise 100% of the required local contribution pursuant to section 15690, subsection 1, the school administrative unit may petition the commissioner to waive the required proration of the state share pursuant to section 15690, subsection 1, paragraph C.  [PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. JJJJJJJ, §4 (NEW).]
C.  If the article is approved by the voters at the budget meeting, the board of the school administrative unit may increase expenditures for the purposes approved in the article without holding a special budget meeting and budget validation referendum.  [PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. JJJJJJJ, §4 (NEW).]
[PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. JJJJJJJ, §4 (NEW).]
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