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§2016.  Work program release; restitution
1.  Work program; payment of restitution and fines.   A prisoner who has been ordered to pay 

restitution or fines may not be released pursuant to a work program administered by the Department of 
Corrections under Title 34‑A, section 3035, or a sheriff under Title 30‑A, section 1605, or participate 
in an industry program under Title 34‑A, section 1403, subsection 9 or any other program administered 
by the Department of Corrections or a sheriff by which a prisoner is able to generate money, unless the 
prisoner consents to pay at least 25% of the prisoner's gross weekly wages or other money generated to 
the victim or the court until such time as full restitution has been made or the fine is paid in full.  The 
chief administrative officer of the correctional facility where the prisoner is incarcerated shall collect 
and disburse to the victim or victims that portion of the prisoner's wages or other money generated 
agreed to as payment of restitution.  The chief administrative officer of the correctional facility where 
the prisoner is incarcerated shall also collect and disburse to the court that portion of the prisoner's 
wages or other money generated agreed to as payment of fines after the restitution is paid in full.  If the 
victim or victims ordered by the court to receive restitution cannot be located, the correctional facility 
shall forward the funds, as provided in section 2009, to the Treasurer of State to be handled as 
unclaimed property.
[PL 2021, c. 299, Pt. A, §1 (AMD).]

2.  Payment of restitution or fines from other sources.   A prisoner, other than one addressed by 
subsection 1, who receives money, from any source, shall pay 25% of that money to any victim or the 
court if the court has ordered that restitution or a fine be paid.  The chief administrative officer of the 
correctional facility in which the prisoner is incarcerated shall collect and disburse to the victim or 
victims that portion of the prisoner's money ordered as restitution.  The chief administrative officer of 
the correctional facility where the prisoner is incarcerated shall also collect and disburse to the court 
that portion of the prisoner's money ordered as fines after the restitution is paid in full.  If the victim or 
victims ordered by the court to receive restitution cannot be located, the correctional facility shall 
forward the funds, as provided in section 2009, to the Treasurer of State to be handled as unclaimed 
property.  Money received by the prisoner and directly deposited into a telephone call account 
established by the Department of Corrections for the sole purpose of paying for use of the department's 
client telephone system is not subject to this subsection, except that 25% of any money received by the 
prisoner and transferred from the telephone call account to the department's general client account at 
the time of the prisoner's discharge or transfer to supervised community confinement must be collected 
and disbursed as provided in this subsection.
[PL 2021, c. 299, Pt. A, §2 (AMD).]

3.  Restitution; absolute.   The requirements imposed on a prisoner by this section to pay restitution 
and fines during incarceration apply regardless of whether:

A.  The court order to pay restitution or fines constitutes a sentence or is imposed as a condition of 
probation;  [PL 2019, c. 113, Pt. A, §2 (NEW).]
B.  Payment has been stayed in the court order;  [PL 2019, c. 113, Pt. A, §2 (NEW).]
C.  The court has specified a time and method of payment pursuant to section 1708, subsection 1 
or section 2006; or  [PL 2019, c. 113, Pt. A, §2 (NEW).]
D.  The person's incarceration resulted from a revocation of probation.  [PL 2019, c. 113, Pt. A, 
§2 (NEW).]

[PL 2019, c. 113, Pt. A, §2 (NEW).]
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The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include 
the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects 
changes made through the Second Regular Session of the 131st Maine Legislature and is current through January 1, 2025. The 
text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the 
Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our 
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to 
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the 
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