MRS Title 10, §1477. VIOLATIONS

§1477. Violations

1. Violations of this chapter to be violations of the Unfair Trade Practices Act. Any violation
of this chapter shall constitute a violation of Title 5, chapter 10, Unfair Trade Practices Act.
[PL 1975, c. 770, §57 (NEW).]

2. Civil penalty. Each violation of this chapter constitutes a civil violation and shall be punished
by a forfeiture of not less than $100 nor more than $1,000. No action may be brought for a civil
violation under this subsection more than 2 years after the date of the occurrence of the violation. No
dealer may be held liable for a civil violation under this subsection if that dealer shows by a
preponderance of the evidence that the violation was unintentional and a bona fide error,
notwithstanding the maintenance of procedures reasonably adopted to avoid any such error. The failure
of a dealer or a seller of a used motor vehicle to disclose all information concerning a vehicle which is
sold to another dealer as required by section 1475, when the information is known to the dealer or seller
at the time of the sale or transfer of the vehicle, shall also be considered a violation of this chapter and
shall constitute a civil violation that is subject to the civil penalties provided for in this subsection.
[PL 1989, c. 198, §3 (AMD).]

3. Private remedies. In addition to any other remedy, if a dealer violates this chapter, that dealer
is liable to the purchaser in an amount determined by the court of not less than $100 nor more than
$1,000 as liquidated damages, and for costs and reasonable attorney's fees. No action may be brought
under this subsection more than 2 years after the date of the occurrence of the violation. No dealer may
be held liable under this subsection if that dealer shows by a preponderance of the evidence that the
violation was unintentional and a bona fide error, notwithstanding the maintenance of procedures
reasonably adopted to avoid any such error.

In addition to any other remedy, if a seller of a used motor vehicle who sells the vehicle to a dealer fails
to disclose facts concerning that vehicle which are required to be disclosed by the provisions of section
1475, which facts were known by the seller at the time the disclosure was made, the seller is liable to
the purchasing dealer in an amount determined by the court of not less than $100 nor more than $1,000
as liquidated damages, and for costs and reasonable attorney's fees. No action may be brought under

this subsection more than 30 months after the date of the occurrence of the violation.
[PL 1993, c. 112, §4 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY

PL 1975, c. 770, §57 (NEW). PL 1981, c. 296, §5 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 311, §§4,5 (AMD). PL
1989, c. 198, §§3,4 (AMD). PL 1993, c. 112, §4 (AMD).

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include
the following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects
changes made through the Second Regular Session of the 131st Maine Legislature and is current through January 1, 2025. The
text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the
Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

Generated C L
01072025 §1477. Violations | 1




