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§501-A.  Publications of state agencies
1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, the term "publications" includes periodicals; newsletters; 

bulletins; pamphlets; leaflets; directories; bibliographies; statistical reports; brochures; plan drafts; 
planning documents; reports; special reports; committee and commission minutes; informational 
handouts; and rules and compilations of rules, regardless of number of pages, number of copies ordered, 
physical size, publication medium or intended audience inside or outside the agency.
[PL 1997, c. 299, §1 (NEW).]

2.  Production and distribution.  The publications of all agencies, the University of Maine System 
and the Maine Maritime Academy may be printed, bound and distributed, subject to Title 5, sections 
43 to 46. The State Purchasing Agent may determine the style in which publications may be printed 
and bound, with the approval of the Governor.
[PL 1997, c. 299, §1 (NEW).]

3.  Annual or biennial reports.  Immediately upon receipt of any annual or biennial report that is 
not included in the Maine State Government Annual Report provided for in Title 5, sections 43 to 46, 
the State Purchasing Agent shall deliver at least 4 copies of that annual or biennial report to the State 
Librarian for exchange and library use.  The State Purchasing Agent shall deliver the balance of the 
number of each such report to the agency that prepared the report.
[PL 2021, c. 549, §1 (AMD).]

4.  State agency and legislative committee publications.  Except as provided in subsection 5, any 
agency or legislative committee publishing publications, including publications in an electronic format, 
shall deliver 4 copies of the publications in the published format to the State Librarian. These copies 
must be furnished at the expense of the issuing agency.  Publications not furnished upon request will 
be reproduced at the expense of the issuing agency.  The agency or committee preparing a publication 
may determine the date on which a publication may be released, except as otherwise provided by law.
[PL 2021, c. 549, §2 (AMD).]

5.  Electronic publishing.  An agency or committee is required to provide the State Librarian with 
only one printed copy of an electronically published publication if the agency or committee provides 
the State Librarian with an electronically published copy for the State Librarian to upload to the online 
repository maintained by the Maine State Library pursuant to Title 27, section 66 or the agency or 
committee uploads an electronically published copy to the online repository maintained by the Maine 
State Library pursuant to Title 27, section 66. An electronically published publication is not required 
to be provided to the State Librarian if the publication is also published in print or in an electronic 
format and is provided to the State Librarian in compliance with subsection 4 or the publication is:

A.  Designed to provide the public with current information and is subject to frequent additions and 
deletions, such as current lists of certified professionals, daily updates of weather conditions or fire 
hazards; or  [PL 1997, c. 299, §1 (NEW).]
B.  Designed to promote the agency's services or assist citizens in use of the agency's services, such 
as job advertisements, application forms, advertising brochures, letters and memos.  [PL 1997, c. 
299, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 2021, c. 549, §3 (AMD).]
6.  Forwarding of requisitions.  The State Purchasing Agent, Central Printing and all other 

printing operations within State Government shall forward to the State Librarian upon receipt one copy 
of all requisitions for publications to be printed.
[PL 1997, c. 299, §1 (NEW).]
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The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include 
the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects 
changes made through the Second Regular Session of the 130th Maine Legislature and is current through October 1, 2022. The 
text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the 
Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our 
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to 
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the 
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.


