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Senator Hickman, Representative Supica, and members of the Committee on
Veterans and Legal Affairs,

[ am Representative Randy Greenwood from District 56 in Litchfield, Monmouth
and my hometown of Wales. In both Androscoggin and Kennebec counties. [ am a
co-sponsor of SP 705 because I have seen the wisdom of the amending provision
that the Framers gave us in the Constitution.

They understood the need to have checks and balances built into the Constitution
in order for our system of government to operate and be sustainable. History has
proven that the amending provision has been needed to address the problems
facing our country. One of the reasons for adopting the Constitution was to bring
stability to the country with a strong national government because the States had
become too powerful, and the preservation of the Union was at stake.

It’s been 235 years since the ratification of the Constitution, and today we find
ourselves in the opposite situation, a Congress that has become too powerful, and
the preservation of the stability of our government hangs in the balance. This is the
very reason for the convention mode in Article V.

The Framers knew that the Constitution would need to be amended over time, and
they needed a way to be able to amend the Constitution without consent of the
Congress in case Congress was the problem. Today, we find ourselves in this very
predicament. We have a Congress that refuses to propose limits on their own terms
of office in spite of the fact that 82% of the voters support it.

We are not at the mercy of Congress to propose a Congressional Term Limits
Amendment, and the time has arrived for state legislatures around the country to
take action and bring this reform to the American people.
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As we have seen in the past, when enough pressure is placed on Congress by the
state legislatures applying for a convention, Congress will act. If Congress refuses
to act, then we will take up the reform ourselves and will decide how many terms
the members of the U.S. House and Senate can serve.

I do not fear this process, I fear not using it. As state legislators, we have the
authority and the duty to change the course of our country, and it is time we finally
use it.

I have been a strong advocate for an Article V convention ever since I learned the
truth of it and I want to see one called. I hope that my efforts here in the Maine
Legislature will help make it a reality in the future. SP705 brings together two
reforms that have bi-partisan support, as you can see by the names listed as co-
sponsors. Let’s not let this unity on common sense reforms go to waste. Let’s get
the deal done here in Maine and be among the two-thirds of the states to change
the future of our country.

I ask you to please vote Ought to Pass on SP705.
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