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Senator Hickman, Representative Supica, and Members of the Joint Standing Committee on 

Veterans and Legal Affairs, my name is Nicole Grohoski and I represent Senate District '7, which 
is most of Hancock County. I’m here today to add my voice in support of SP 705. This Joint 
Resolution seeks to petition Congress to call two separate Article V conventions, one to propose 
a Congressional Term Limits Amendment and the other to propose a Campaign Finance Reform 

Amendment. This resolution represents an opportunity to address systemic issues affecting our 

democracy and a chance to redefine who we are as a state and as a nation. 

Maine has used this tool four times in the past. Most notably, Maine was pivotal in forcing 

Congress to propose the 17th Amendment for the Direct Election of Senators. Maine joined 

twenty-eight states in applying for an Article V convention to propose this amendment. The year 
following Maine’s submission, Congress read the writing on the wall and proposed the 

amendment instead. The States came within two applications of calling the convention and 

without Maine’s submission, Congress may not have acted. We are in a similar position today 
and need to use this tool again in our effort to restore our democratic republic. 

SP 705 represents a potential solution to some of our many problems. By advocating for 
campaign finance reform, we can work to decrease the undue influence of special interest money 

in our political system. In addition, setting reasonable term limits for federal offices can bring 

fresh perspectives and ideas into our political process, increasing our capacity to adapt to 

evolving challenges and needs. 

To conclude, I urge you to support SP 705. This resolution presents a vital opportunity to 

strengthen our democracy, making it more representative and responsive to the needs of the 

people we serve, rather than to special interests. It is time for us to leam from the past and from 

our own experience as a state and rediscover this forgotten tool that protects our system of 

government from corruption, the Article V convention. Thank you for your time and 
consideration. 
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