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Senator Sanborn, Representative Tepler, and distinguished members of the Joint Standing Committee
on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services. I am Ann Woloson, Executive Director of
Consumers for Affordable Health Care. I am here today to testify in support of LD 686, An Act To
Increase Prescription Drug Pricing Transparency.
Consumers for Affordable Health Care (CAHC) is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization with the mission
of improving access to affordable, quality health care for all Maine people. Since 2010 CAHC has served
as Maine’s Health Insurance Consumer Assistance Program. CAHC fielded nearly 9000 calls from Mainers
last year who reached out with questions about their health insurance options. We often hear from
Mainers who struggle to afford the prescription drugs they need. In fact, our polling from last October
revealed that three out of four Mainers remain concerned about not being able to afford the
prescription drugs they need. Concern about the cost of prescription drugs is equally high among all
demographic groups and both congressional districts. 1
Attached to this testimony you will find a Medical Trend Assumption chart provided to Maine’s Bureau
of Insurance by an insurance carrier as part of insurance rate filings last year. You will see that the
prescription drug rate factor attributed to inflation in 10.6%, nearly double that of hospital, professional
and other medical service types.
Also attached, you will find a page from the Maine Health Data Organization’s most recent prescription
drug annual report. The new data shows Mainers spent over $165 million more on the 25 drugs with
highest year-over-year increase in cost from July 2019 to June, 2020. 2
Maine’s prescription drug costs transparency law is important. It provides information that is critical to
our understanding of an out-of-control cost driver that contributes to increased health insurance
premiums. Drug companies consistently set high prices, which forces families to make impossible
choices between their health care and other basic needs. i Drug costs do not only interfere with
appropriate use of medications - more than one in four consumers decline other medical tests
or procedures or put off a doctor’s visit when they experience increased drug costs. ii

Summary Report of Findings From the Critical Insights on Maine™ Survey, 10/2020,
https://www.mainecahc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Critical-Insights-on-Maine-Report-of-Findings-editedpg-8-Fall-2020.pdf
2
Maine Health Data Organization, https://mhdo.maine.gov/tableau/prescriptionReports.cshtml
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The polling I mentioned previously also shows that 85 percent of Mainers support policy that require
drug companies to release information to the public on how they set their drug prices. 3
We believe LD 686 is an important measure that will strengthen Maine’s prescription drug price
transparency law and improve the Maine Health Data Organization’s ability to access the data policy
makers and other stakeholders need to understand more about rising drug costs and where we should
focus efforts to control such costs. Please support LD 686.
Thank you.

Ibid, Summary Report of Findings, https://www.mainecahc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Critical-Insightson-Maine-Report-of-Findings-edited-pg-8-Fall-2020.pdf
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How High Prescription Drug Costs Harm Families, SILC042419, Families USA, https://familiesusa.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/05/SILC_The-Problem-with-Rx-Drug-Pricing_Fact-Sheet_05172019.pdf
ii
2 L.L. Gill. (April 5, 2018). How to Pay Less for Your Meds. Retrieved January 29, 2019, from
https://www.consumerreports.org/drugprices/how-to-pay-less-for-your-meds/
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