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PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

An Act To Distribute Funds Received from the Racino in Bangor to the
Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Substance Abuse

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §20006-B  is enacted to read:

§ 20006-B. Gambling Addiction Prevention and Treatment Fund

1.  Fund established.   The Gambling Addiction Prevention and Treatment Fund, referred to
in this section as "the fund," is established for the purpose of supporting gambling addiction analysis,
prevention and treatment to be administered by the office. The fund is a dedicated, nonlapsing fund into
which payments are received in accordance with Title 8, section 1036, subsection 2.

2.  Report.   The director shall report annually by March 1st to the joint standing committee
of the Legislature having jurisdiction over gambling matters. The report must include a description
of a continuum of care model used to identify the need for gambling addiction services, prevention
efforts, intervention and treatment provided using money from the fund. The report must describe any
collaborative efforts between the office, the Gambling Control Board established under Title 8, section
1002 and slot machine operators licensed in accordance with Title 8, chapter 31 to support the purpose of
the fund described in subsection 1. The director may submit recommendations for legislation to the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over gambling matters, which is authorized to
submit that legislation to the Legislature.

Sec. 2. 8 MRSA §1036, sub-§2, ¶A, as amended by PL 2005, c. 663, §12, is further amended
to read:

A. Three percent of the net slot machine income must be deposited to the General Fund
for administrative expenses of the board, including gambling addiction counseling services, in
accordance with rules adopted by the board;, except that of the amount calculated pursuant to
this paragraph, the following amounts must be transferred annually to the Gambling Addiction
Prevention and Treatment Fund established by Title 5, section 20006B:

(1) For the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2011, $50,000;

(2) For the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2012, $50,000; and

(3) For the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2013 and for each fiscal year thereafter, $100,000;
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Sec. 3. Baseline appropriations in 2012-2013 for gambling addiction services. The
one-time General Fund deappropriations of $50,000 annually in fiscal years 2009-10 and 2010-11 from
the Department of Public Safety, Gambling Control Board program to reduce funding for gambling
addiction services included as one-time adjustments in Public Law 2009, chapter 213, Part A, section 59
are intended as a result of the changes included in this Act to be considered ongoing reductions to be
replaced by the revenue transferred in this Act to the Department of Health and Human Services, Office
of Substance Abuse for gambling addiction services.

 

Effective 90 days following adjournment of the 124th
Legislature, Second Regular Session, unless otherwise indicated.


