PUBLIC Law, Chapter 564 LD 1627, item 1, 124th Maine State Legislature
An Act To Improve Access to Data in the Central Voter Registration System

PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

An Act To Improve Access to Data in
the Central Voter Registration System

Beit enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 21-A MRSA 822, sub-83, 1B, asenacted by PL 2005, c. 568, §2, is amended to read:

B. For a voter who submits to the registrar a signed statement that the voter has a good reason to
believe that the physical safety of the voter or a member of the voter's immediate family residing
with the voter would be jeopardized if the voter's residence address were open to public inspection,
that voter's residence address and mailing address, if the mailing address is the same as or discloses
thevoter'sresidence address, must be kept confidential and must be excluded from public inspection.
The remainder of the information in that voter's record that is designated as public information in
section 196196-A remains a public record and may be made available to the public according to
the use and distribution requirements provided in that section. The voter's signed statement isalso a
public record. A voter's addressthat is excluded from public inspection under this paragraph may be
made available free of charge to alaw enforcement officer or law enforcement agency that makes
a written request to use the information for a bona fide law enforcement purpose or to a person
identified by a court order if directed by that order.

Sec. 2. 21-A MRSA 8191, as amended by PL 2005, c. 364, §6; c. 453, 840; and c. 683, Pt. A,
8831 and 32, isrepealed.

Sec. 3. 21-A M RSA 8192, asamended by PL 2005, c. 12, Pt. SS, §21 and c. 453, 841, isrepealed.
Sec. 4. 21-A MRSA 8193, as amended by PL 2005, c. 453, 8§42, isrepealed.
Sec. 5. 21-A MRSA 8194, as amended by PL 2005, c. 453, §43, is further amended to read:

8 194.Rules

The Secretary of State may adopt rules regarding implementation-and administration of a centra
voter registration system to determine the pricing, accessibility and availability of information contained
in the database and the appropriate use and resale of that information;-to-establish-a-plan-to-implement
the-system-in-stages-for-al-municipal-jurisdictions;and to identify additional system features or voter

information to be included in the system or provide for the confidentiality of certain personal information

or I|m|tat|ons on theuse and distri butlon of that |nformat|onﬂﬂd%e&stabHshaw&emteﬁleﬁﬂ#yLdﬂpHeate

Rules adopted pursuant to this section are mgjor substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375,
subchapter H-A2A.

Sec. 6. 21-A MRSA 8195, as amended by PL 2007, c. 397, 81, is further amended to read:
§ 195.Report
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The Secretary of State shall report annualy, by March-1stJanuary 15th, to the joint standing
committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over voter registration matters on the administration of
the central voter registration system developed pursuant tothissubehapter. Thereport may includeaddress
issues of public access to the information from the central voter registration system, taking into
consideration the compelling state interests to prevent voter fraud and the potential disenfranchisement
of voters and to ensure that voters are not discouraged from participating in the voting process. The
report may include suggested | egislation necessary to administer the central voter registration system. The
commlttee may report out Ieglslatlon regardlng the central voter reglstratlon system to the Legidature

Sec. 7. 21-A MRSA 8196, as amended by PL 2009, c. 370, §84 and 5, is repeal ed.
Sec. 8. 21-A MRSA 8196-A isenacted to read:

8 196-A. Use and distribution of central voter registration system information

1. Accessto data from the central voter registration system. For the purposes of
Title 1, section 402, information contained el ectronically in the central voter registration system and any
information or reports generated by the system are confidential and may be accessed only by municipal
and state el ection officialsfor the purposes of €l ection and voter registration administration, and by others
only as provided in this section.

A. An individual voter may obtain any information contained in that voter's record within the
central voter registration system either from the registrar in the voter's municipality of residence or
from the Secretary of State. The individual voter information must be made available to that voter
upon request and free of charge. The Secretary of State may design areport to facilitate providing
information to an individual voter.

B. A political party, or an individual or organization engaged in so-called "get out the vote" efforts
or activitiesdirectly related to a campaign, may purchase alist or report of certain voter information
from the central voter registration system by making a request to the Secretary of State or to a
registrar if the information requested concerns voters in that municipality. The Secretary of State
or the registrar shall make available the following voter record information, subject to the fees set
forth in subsection 2: the voter's name, residence address, mailing address, year of birth, enrollment
status, electoral districts, voter status, date of registration, date of change of the voter record if
applicable, voter participation history, voter record number and any special designations indicating
uniformed service voters, overseas voters or township voters. Any person obtaining, either directly
or indirectly, information from the central voter registration system under this paragraph may not
sell, distribute or use the data for any purpose that is not directly related to activities of a political
party, "get out the vote" efforts or activities directly related to a campaign. This paragraph does not
prohibit political parties, party committees, candidate committees, political action committees or
any other organizations that have purchased information from the central voter registration system
from providing access to such information to their members for purposes directly related to party
activities, "get out the vote" efforts or a campaign. For purposes of this paragraph, "campaign” has
the same meaning as in section 1052, subsection 1.
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C. Theregistrar shall make available, in electronic form and free of charge, upon the request of any
person authorized under section 312 to obtain a municipa caucus list, the following voter record
information for each voter in the municipality: the voter's name, residence address, mailing address,
enrollment status, electoral districts, voter status, voter record number and any special designation
indicating whether the voter is a uniformed service voter, overseas voter or township voter. The
Secretary of State also shall make available the statewide caucus list, in € ectronic form and free of
charge, to the state committee of each political party.

D. A municipal clerk or registrar shall make available to any person upon request and free of charge
an electronic list of voters who requested or were furnished absentee ballots for their municipality
for a specified election. The Secretary of State may make available free of charge the statewide
absentee voter list in electronic form. The electronic list must include the information provided in
section 753B, subsection 6, paragraph A, except that the voter's record number must be provided
instead of the voter's name and residence address. |n addition, a municipal clerk or registrar shall
make available upon request, subject to the fees set forth in subsection 2, paragraph A, the printed
list, created and maintained pursuant to section 753B, of voters who requested or were furnished
absentee ballots.

E. The Secretary of State or a registrar may make available, upon the request of any other
governmenta or quasi-governmental entity, certain voter information for that entity's authorized
use only. The following information may be provided in electronic form and free of charge: the
voter's name, residence address, mailing address, electoral districts, voter status, date of registration
or date of change of the voter record if applicable, voter record number and any special designations
indicating uniformed service voters, overseas voters or township voters. Data made available under
this paragraph may not be used for solicitation or for purposes other than the governmental or quasi-
governmental entity's authorized activities and may not be redistributed.

Authorized uses of the data by the L egislatureinclude providing voter information to a L egislator for
purposes of communicating with the L egislator's constituents and conducting |egid ative busi ness.

F. The Secretary of State shall make available to any person upon request and free of charge the
following voter record information in electronic form: either the voter's first name or last name,
but not both names in the same report; year of birth; enrollment status; electoral districts to include
congressional district and county only; voter status; date of registration or date of change of the voter
record if applicable; date of the last statewide election in which the voter voted; and any special
designations indicating uniformed service voters, overseas voters or township voters. The Secretary
of State or the registrar also may make available to any person upon request and free of charge any
report or statistical information that does not contain the names, dates of birth, voter record numbers
or addresses of individual voters.

G. The Secretary of Stateor aregistrar shall make availablefree of charge any information pertaining
to individua voters, other than participants in the Address Confidentiality Program established in
Title 5, section 90B, that is contained in the central voter registration system to alaw enforcement
officer or law enforcement agency that makes a written request to use the information for a bona
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fide law enforcement purpose or to a person identified by a court order if directed by that order.
Information pertaining to individua voters who are Address Confidentiality Program participants
that is contained in the central voter registration system may be made available for inspection to a
law enforcement agency that is authorized by the Secretary of State pursuant to Title 5, section 90B
to obtain Address Confidentiaity Program information. Data made available under this paragraph
may not be used for purposes other than law enforcement or as directed in the court order.

H. When responding to a request about a specific voter registered in a specific municipality, the
registrar of that municipality or the Secretary of State may use information contained in the central
voter registration system to provide the registration status, enrollment status and electoral districts
for that voter.

2. Fees. For the purpose of calculating fees pursuant to this section, a record includes the
information on oneindividual voter. Fees paid to the Secretary of State must be deposited into adedicated
fund for the purpose of offsetting the cost of providing the information and maintaining the central voter
registration system and other authorized costs relating to compliance with the federa Help America
Vote Act of 2002, Public Law 107-252, 116 Stat. 1666. A municipality may keep the fees paid to the
municipality. The fees for information provided pursuant to this section are as follows.

A. Thefeefor information provided in printed form is $1 for the first page and 25¢ per page for all
additional pages, except that the fee for additional pages of mailing labelsis 75¢ per page; and

B. Thefeefor information provided in electronic form is based on the number of records requested.
The fee entitles the requestor to receive the initial electronic report or file and, upon request, up to
11 updates free of charge during the subsequent 12-month period, except that no more than one free
update may be requested during any 30-day period. The fee scheduleis as follows:

(1) For 900,001 or more voter records, $2,200;

(2) For 600,001 to 900,000 voter records, $1,650;

(3) For 400,001 to 600,000 voter records, $1,100;

(4) For 250,001 to 400,000 voter records, $325:;

(5) For 150,001 to 250,000 voter records, $550;

(6) For 100,001 to 150,000 voter records, $275:;

(7) For 75,001 to 100,000 voter records, $220;
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(8) For 50,001 to 75,000 voter records, $182;

(9) For 35,001 to 50,000 voter records, $138;

(10) For 25,001 to 35,000 voter records, $83;

(11) For 15,001 to 25,000 voter records, $55;

(12) For 7,501 to 15,000 voter records, $33;

(13) For 1,001 to 7,500 voter records, $22; or

(14) For 1 to 1,000 voter records, $11.

3. Response to requests. Municipal clerks, registrars and the Secretary of State's office
shall respond to all requests for information from the central voter registration system pursuant to this
section within 5 business days of receipt of a written request and upon payment of any applicable fee.
A municipal clerk or registrar may provide only information concerning voters registered within that
municipal jurisdiction. The Secretary of State may design aform to be used for all requestsfor information
or lists from the central voter registration system.

Sec. 9. 21-A MRSA 8312, as amended by PL 2005, c. 453, 845, is further amended to read:

§ 312.Municipal caucuslist

The chair or secretary of the municipal committee or the person or persons calling a biennial
munici pal caucus, |ncI udi ng any res dent voter pursuant to section 311, subsectron 5, may request #rem

munrerpatrtya Irst of reqrstered voters pursuant to sectron 196A subsectl on 1 for use by the munici pal
committee once each brennral eIectlon cycle begi nnrng January 1st in an electron year. blpeerreeerpt

Sec. 10. Application. This Act does not apply to any requests for information from the central
voter registration system submitted to a municipal registrar or to the Secretary of State prior to the
effective date of this Act, except that any person or entity that has requested information from the central
voter registration systemin electronic formwithin 12 months prior to the effective date of this Act and that
has paid the fees required under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 21A, former section 196, subsection 4
may obtain free monthly updates of the data for the remainder of the 12-month period, upon request.
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Effective 90 days following adjournment of the 124th
Legidature, Second Regular Session, unless otherwise indicated.
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