SP0120, LD 356, item 1, 124th Maine State Legislature
An Act To Increase the Safety of Automobile Drivers

PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

An Act To Increase the Safety of Automobile Drivers
Beit enacted by the People of the State of Maine asfollows:

Sec. 1. 29-A MRSA 82081, sub-83-A, asamended by PL 2007, c. 60, &1, isfurther amended
to read:

3-A. Other passenger s 18 year sof ageand older; operators. When aperson 18 yearsof
age or older isapassenger in avehiclethat isrequired by the United States Department of Transportation
to be equipped with seat belts, the passenger must be properly secured in a seat belt. Each such passenger
is responsible for wearing a seat belt as required by this subsection, and a passenger that fails to wear
a seat belt as required by this subsection is subject to the enforcement provisions of subsection 4. The
operator of avehicle that is required by the United States Department of Transportation to be equipped
with seat belts must be properly secured in the operator's seat belt. Violation of this subsection isatraffic
infraction for which afine of $50 for the first offense, $125 for the 2nd offense and $250 for the 3rd and
subsequent offenses must beimposed. A fineimposed under this subsection may not be suspended by the
court. A vehicle, the contents of a vehicle, the driver of or a passenger in a vehicle may not be inspected
or searched solely because of aviolation of this subsection.

SUMMARY

This bill requires an operator of a vehicle to be properly secured in the operator's seat belt instead
of simply secured. This requires the chest strap to be used by operators in addition to the lap belt.
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