LD 2040, item 2122nd Maine State Legislature
‘Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation To Review Its Highway Traffic Noise Policy’

PLEASE NOTE: Legislative Information cannot perform research, provide legal
advice, or interpret Maine law. For legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.

Amend the resolve by striking out the title and substituting the following:

‘Resolve, Directing the Department of Transportation
To Review Its Highway Traffic Noise Policy’

Further amend the resolve by striking out everything after the title and before the summary and
inserting in its place the following:

‘Sec. 1. Review of Department of Transportation's highway traffic noise policy.
Resolved: That the Department of Transportation shall undertake a comprehensive review of the
department’s current highway traffic noise policy. The review must include input from the Maine
Turnpike Authority, the Department of Public Safety and the Federal Highway Administration. The
Department of Transportation shall also conduct an analysisof noise abatement policiesnationwide. Upon
the approval of the Commissioner of Transportation, the department shall present a draft highway traffic
noise policy at one or more public meetings. Community stakeholders must be invited to such a public
meeting and provided with a draft policy before the public meeting. The department shall report with
findings and an updated highway traffic noise policy to the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over transportation matters by January 15, 2007; and be it further

Sec. 2. Improvement of I nterstate 295 in South Portland and Portland. Resolved:
That, if the Department of Transportation adopts a revised highway traffic noise policy as a result of
actions undertaken pursuant to section 1, the scheduled improvement of Interstate 295 in South Portland
and Portland is subject to the revised policy.’

SUMMARY

Under the existing statewide highway traffic noise policy adopted by the Department of
Transportation, a property must abut a highway project in order to be eligible for a noise abatement
program. Thisamendment directsthe Department of Transportation to undertake acomprehensivereview
of the department’s current highway traffic noise policy.

The amendment also provides that, if the department adopts a revised highway traffic noise policy,
the scheduled improvement of Interstate 295 in South Portland and Portland is subject to the revised

policy.
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