Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:





	Sec. 1.  32 MRSA §1404-B is enacted to read:





§1404-B.  Counseling on embalming required





	A funeral establishment or person licensed under this chapter shall provide, orally and in writing, timely counseling on embalming to the next of kin or legal representative of a person who has died in order to enable the next of kin or legal representative to make an informed decision regarding embalming. The counseling required by this section must include, but is not limited to, the fact that embalming is not performed automatically, the implications and consequences of a decision to embalm or not to embalm, including the fact that embalming may be necessary in order to have a funeral with viewing, and the importance of making a timely decision regarding embalming.








SUMMARY





	This bill provides that a funeral establishment or person licensed for the practice of funeral service shall provide, orally and in writing, timely counseling on embalming to the next of kin or legal representative of a person who has died in order to enable the next of kin or legal representative to make an informed decision regarding embalming. The counseling required by this bill must include, but is not limited to, the fact that embalming is not performed automatically, the implications and consequences of a decision to embalm or not to embalm, including the fact that embalming may be necessary in order to have a funeral with viewing, and the importance of making a timely decision of whether to embalm.
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