Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:





	Sec. 1.  14 MRSA §1254-A, sub-§7, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 705, Pt. G, §14, is amended to read:





	7.  Availability of qualification forms.  The names of prospective jurors and the contents of juror qualification forms shall may not be made available to the public upon specific request to the court, supported by an affidavit setting forth the reasons therefor, disclosed to any person unless the court determines in any instance, on the basis of a specific request to the court supported by an affidavit setting forth the reasons for the request, that this information in the interest of justice disclosure should be kept confidential or its use limited made in whole or in part.  The contents of juror qualification forms may at the discretion of the court be made available to attorneys at the courthouse for use in the conduct of voir dire examination.





	Sec. 2.  14 MRSA §1254-B, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1981, c. 705, Pt. G, §14, is amended to read:





	2.  Records' confidentiality; limits.  The Except as otherwise permitted pursuant to any other provision of this chapter, the contents of any records or lists used in connection with the selection process and not made public under any other provision of this chapter shall of persons to serve as grand jurors or traverse jurors may not be disclosed, except in connection with the preparation or presentation of a motion under section 1214, until all persons selected to serve as grand jurors or traverse jurors from those lists have been discharged unless the court determines, on the basis of a specific request to the court supported by an affidavit setting forth the reasons for the request, that in the interest of justice disclosure should be made in whole or in part.











SUMMARY





	This bill reverses the onus of disclosure of jurors' names from requiring disclosure unless the court determines that the names should be kept confidential.  Under this bill, jurors' names are kept confidential unless the court determines that the interests of justice require the jurors' names to be released.
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