	Amend the bill by inserting after section 2 the following:





	'Sec. 3.  20-A MRSA §12572, sub-§4 is enacted to read:





	4.  Revenue reduction.  A state postsecondary educational institution shall absorb the reduction in tuition revenues that results from providing a tuition waiver to an eligible person under this chapter.  The institution may not request additional General Fund appropriations from the Legislature to offset the reduction in tuition revenues.'





	Further amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.








FISCAL NOTE





	Increasing the number of foster children who are eligible for a tuition waiver will reduce tuition revenue for the Maine Maritime Academy, the Maine Technical College System and the University of Maine System.  The total estimated revenue loss in fiscal year 2000-01, based on current in-state tuition rates for these three institutions, could range from $51,000 to $114,900 if an additional 25 students are eligible for the tuition waiver. The amount of revenue loss beginning in fiscal year 2000-01 can not be determined at this time and will depend on the number of eligible persons who attend each state postsecondary educational institution.








�
	Based on an additional 25 students each year until the maximum 5 years of eligibility is reached, the estimated future revenue loss could range from $102,000 to $229,800 in fiscal year 2001-02, $153,000 to $344,700 in fiscal year 2002-03, $204,000 to $459,600 in fiscal year 2003-04 and a maximum amount of $255,000 to $574,500 in fiscal year 2004-05.





	The ability of the state postsecondary educational institutions to absorb the reduction in tuition revenues beginning in fiscal year 2000-01 can not be determined at this time.











SUMMARY





	This amendment requires that the state postsecondary educational institutions affiliated with the University of Maine System, the Maine Maritime Academy and the Maine Technical College System shall absorb the reduction in tuition revenues that results from providing a tuition waiver to an eligible person under the tuition waiver program for students who resided in foster care as children.  The amendment also specifies that these institutions may not request additional General Fund appropriations from the Legislature to offset the reduction in tuition revenues.
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