	Emergency preamble.  Whereas, Acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and





	Whereas, this legislation requires that a commission be established to study the provision of services to elderly persons with mental illness; and





	Whereas, in order for the commission to be convened by August 15, 1999 and submit its report by January 1, 2000, as required by this legislation, it is necessary for the commission to be established immediately; and





	Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, be it





	Sec. 1.  Commission established.  Resolved:  That the Commission to Study the Provision of Mental Health Services to the Elderly, referred to in this resolve as the "commission," is established; and be it further





	Sec. 2.  Membership.  Resolved:  That the commission consists of 12 members appointed as follows:





	1.  Two Legislators who are members of the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services and who jointly chair the commission, one of whom must be a Senator appointed by the President of the Senate, and one of whom must be a member of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House;





	2.  The Commissioner of Human Services, or a designee, and another representative of the Department of Human Services, designated by the commissioner;





	3.  The Commissioner of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services, or a designee, and a representative from the Bureau of Substance Abuse Services, designated by the Commissioner of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services;





	4.  Two members representing the community of consumers of mental health services, appointed by the Governor;





	5.  Two members representing family members of elderly persons with mental illness, appointed by the Governor; and








�
	6.  Two members representing providers of mental health services to elderly persons, appointed by the Governor; and be it further





	Sec. 3.  Appointments; meetings.  Resolved:  That all appointments must be made no later than 45 days following the effective date of this resolve.  The appointing authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council upon making their appointments.  When the appointment of all members is complete, the chairs of the commission shall call and convene the first meeting of the commission no later than August 15, 1999; and be it further





	Sec. 4.  Duties.  Resolved:  That the commission shall study the needs of the elderly population with mental illness.  In conducting their study, the commission shall examine:





	1.  The demographics of the population under review;





	2.  What services are available, what services are actually used and what services are needed; and





	3.  The numbers and illnesses of and services provided to, elderly persons living at home in community settings, nursing homes, assisted living facilities and residential care facilities.





	The commission shall make a report in accordance with section 8; and be it further





	Sec. 5.  Staff assistance.  Resolved:  That the commission shall request staff assistance from the Legislative Council; and be it further





	Sec. 6.  Meetings.  Resolved:  That the commission may meet up to 4 times; and be it further





	Sec. 7.  Reimbursement.  Resolved:  That the members of the commission who are Legislators are entitled to receive reimbursement for mileage and to receive the legislative per diem, as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 3, section 2, for each day's attendance at meetings of the commission.  The Executive Director of the Legislative Council shall administer the commission's budget; and be it further





	Sec. 8.  Report.  Resolved:  That the commission shall submit a report and any necessary implementing legislation to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services by January 1, 2000.  The Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services may submit legislation in the Second Regular Session of 


�



the 119th Legislature to implement the recommendations of the commission.





	Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this resolve takes effect when approved.








SUMMARY





	This resolve establishes the Commission to Study the Provision of Mental Health Services to the Elderly.





	The duties of the commission include studying the needs of the elderly population with mental illness.  The commission shall report its findings to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services by January 1, 2000.  The Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services may submit legislation in the Second Regular Session of the 119th Legislature to implement the commission's recommendations.
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