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§3012.  Advocacy services for individuals with serious mental illness
1.  Legislative intent.  It is the intent of the Legislature to effectuate the State's commitment to protecting the rights of individuals with serious mental illness, as demonstrated by the successful resolution and dismissal of the Augusta Mental Health Institute Consent Decree, issued on December 3, 2024, by the Superior Court, Kennebec County, Civil Action Docket No. 89-88.  Independent advocacy was a key component of the system improvements that supported that resolution, and the Legislature seeks to ensure that those protections continue through the ongoing delivery of advocacy services in both institutional and community settings.
[PL 2025, c. 349, §1 (NEW).]
2.  Contract for protection and advocacy services.  The department shall contract with and make a good faith effort to obtain sufficient appropriations to fund the agency designated under Title 5, section 19502 to carry out the duties related to protecting the rights of individuals with serious mental illness in both institutional and community settings.  The contract must be consistent with the scope of authority and protections provided in Title 5, chapter 511 and must ensure that advocacy services are provided statewide through a presence in at least 5 geographically dispersed areas.
[PL 2025, c. 349, §1 (NEW).]
3.  Access to state mental health institute records.  In addition to the agency's authority to access records under Title 5, chapter 511 and notwithstanding subsection 1207, the agency contracted under subsection 2 may access medical records of individuals with serious mental illness who are hospitalized in a state mental health institute as defined in section 3801, subsection 9 when necessary to provide advocacy services as authorized under Title 5.
[PL 2025, c. 349, §1 (NEW).]
4.  Medical advice.  Advocates providing services in accordance with this section are prohibited from providing medical advice.
[PL 2025, c. 349, §1 (NEW).]
REVISOR'S NOTE: §3012.  Residents of certified recovery residences (As enacted by PL 2025, c. 427, §1 is REALLOCATED TO TITLE 34-B, SECTION 3013)

SECTION HISTORY
PL 2025, c. 349, §1 (NEW). 
The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects changes made through the First Special Session of the 132nd Maine Legislature and is current through October 1, 2025
                    . The text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
                
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve the State's copyright rights.
PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.
	  |
	§3012. Advocacy services for individuals with serious mental illness
	Generated 10.20.2025


	
                                            Generated 10.20.2025
	§3012. Advocacy services for individuals with serious mental illness
	|  


image1.png




image.bmp
%M&@W




