MRS Title 18-C, §9-306. ALLOWABLE PAYMENTS; EXPENSES

§9-306. Allowable payments; expenses

1. Allowable payments by or on behalf of petitioner. Except when one of the petitioners is a
blood relative of the adoptee or the adoptee is an adult, only the following expenses may be paid by or
on behalf of a petitioner in any proceeding under this Article:

A. The actual cost of legal services related to the surrender and release or the consent and to the
adoption process; [PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]

B. Prenatal and postnatal counseling expenses for the person giving birth to the child; [PL 2017,
c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]

C. Prenatal, birthing and other related medical expenses for the person giving birth to the child;
[PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]

D. Necessary transportation expenses to obtain the services listed in paragraphs A, B and C; [PL
2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]

E. Foster care expenses for the child; [PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417,
Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]

F. Necessary living expenses for the person giving birth to the child and the child; [PL 2017, c.
402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]

G. For a putative parent, legal and counseling expenses related to the surrender and release, the
consent and the adoption process; and [PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417,
Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]

H. Fees to a licensed child-placing agency providing services in connection with the pending
adoption. [PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]
[PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]

2. Full accounting of disbursements by petitioner. Prior to the dispositional hearing pursuant
to section 9-308, the petitioner shall file a full accounting of all disbursements of anything of value
made or agreed to be made by or on behalf of the petitioner in connection with the adoption. The
accounting report must be signed under penalty of perjury and must be submitted to the court on or
before the date the final decree is granted. The accounting report must be itemized and show the
services related to the adoption or to the placement of the adoptee for adoption that were received by
the adoptee's parents, by the adoptee or on behalf of the petitioner. The accounting must include the
dates of each payment and the names and addresses of each attorney, physician, hospital, licensed child-
placing agency or other person or organization who received funds or anything of value from the
petitioner in connection with the adoption or the placement of the adoptee with the petitioner or
participated in any way in the handling of the funds, either directly or indirectly. This subsection does
not apply when one of the petitioners is a blood relative or the adoptee is an adult.

[PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]

3. Payments not contingent; other expenses and payments prohibited. Payment for expenses
allowable under subsection 1 may not be contingent upon any future decision a parent might make

pertaining to the child. Other expenses or payments to parents are not authorized.
[PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]
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The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include
the following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects
changes made through the First Regular and First Special Session of the 131st Maine Legislature and is current through November
1. 2023. The text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State.
Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.
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