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§7153.  Hearings and report
1.  Request for hearing.  The department shall hold a hearing with regard to a railroad line if 

requested by any of the following:
A.  A shipper or shippers whose traffic on the railroad line totaled 500 tons in the year immediately 
preceding the application;  [PL 1989, c. 398, §7 (RPR).]
B.  Any municipality having a siding, terminal, station or agency station of the railroad line within 
its bounds; or  [PL 1989, c. 398, §7 (RPR).]
C.  A financially responsible person.  [PL 1989, c. 398, §7 (RPR).]

[PL 1989, c. 398, §7 (RPR).]
2.  Notice; testimony at hearing.  Not less than 14 days prior to holding a hearing, the department 

shall send written notice of the date and location to the parties requesting a hearing as well as the 
affected railroad company.  In addition, the department shall publish 2 notices of the hearing in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the area of the State affected.  Testimony received at the hearing 
may include the following:

A.  Whether the railroad has adequate rail service to fulfill public convenience and necessity;  [PL 
1989, c. 398, §7 (RPR).]
B.  Whether the operator of the railroad is providing safe, efficient and reliable rail service;  [PL 
1989, c. 398, §7 (RPR).]
C.  Whether the rail service over the railroad has substantially impaired the ability of the shippers 
or municipalities that depend upon it;  [PL 1989, c. 398, §7 (RPR).]
D.  Whether the operation of the railroad has endangered the lives or property of the citizens of this 
State, including railroad employees;  [PL 1989, c. 398, §7 (RPR).]
E.  Whether the operator of the railroad has refused or failed within a reasonable time to make 
necessary improvement to provide safe, efficient and reliable rail service; and  [PL 1989, c. 398, 
§7 (RPR).]
F.  Other relevant issues.  [PL 1989, c. 398, §7 (RPR).]

[PL 1989, c. 398, §7 (RPR).]
3.  Report.  Upon conclusion of the hearing, the department shall issue a report concerning the 

operation of the railroad which shall be forwarded to the petitioning parties as well as the railroad 
company.  In addition, this report shall be presented to the Governor as well as the President of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.  The department may also forward this report 
to the Interstate Commerce Commission, the Federal Railroad Administration or any other federal 
agency which is involved in the regulation of railroads.
[PL 1989, c. 398, §7 (RPR).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1987, c. 748 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 398, §7 (RPR). 

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include 
the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects 
changes made through the First Special Session of the 132nd Maine Legislature and is current through October 1, 2025. The text 
is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine 
Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our 
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to 
preserve the State's copyright rights.



MRS Title 23, §7153. HEARINGS AND REPORT

2  | §7153. Hearings and report Generated 
10.20.2025

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the 
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.


