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1. Practicing dentistry. A person is considered to be practicing dentistry when that person performs, or
attempts or professes to perform, a dental operation or oral surgery or dental service of any kind, gratuitously
or for asalary, fee, money or other remuneration paid, or to be paid, directly or indirectly to the person or
to any other person or agency who is a proprietor of a place where dental operations, oral surgery or dental
services are performed. A person who directly or indirectly, by any means or method, takes impressions
of ahuman tooth, teeth, jaws or performs a phase of an operation incident to the replacement of a part of a
tooth; or supplies artificial substitutes for the natural teeth, or who furnishes, supplies, constructs, reproduces
or repairs a prosthetic denture, bridge, appliance or any other structure to be worn in the human mouth,
except on the written prescription of aduly licensed dentist; or who places dental appliances or structures
in the human mouth, or adjusts or attempts or professes to adjust the same, or delivers the same to a person
other than the dentist upon whose prescription the work was performed; or who professes to the public
by any method to furnish, supply, construct, reproduce or repair a prosthetic denture, bridge, appliance or
other structure to be worn in the human mouth, or who diagnoses or professes to diagnose, prescribes for or
professes to prescribe for, treats or professesto treat, disease, pain, deformity, deficiency, injury or physical
condition of the human teeth or jaws or adjacent structure, or who extracts or attempts to extract human teeth,
or corrects or attempts to correct malformations of teeth or of the jawsis also considered to be practicing
dentistry. A person who repairs or fills cavities in the human teeth; or who diagnoses, makes and adjusts
appliancesto artificial casts or malposed teeth for treatment of the malposed teeth in the human mouth, with
or without instruction; or who uses an x-ray machine for the purpose of taking dental x rays, or who gives
or professes to give interpretations or readings of dental x rays; or who administers an anaesthetic of any
nature in connection with a dental operation; or who uses the words dentist, dental surgeon, oral surgeon or
theletters D.D.S., D.M.D. or any other words, letters, title or descriptive matter that in any way represents
that person as being able to diagnose, treat, prescribe or operate for a disease, pain, deformity, deficiency,
injury or physical condition of the teeth or jaws or adjacent structures; or who states, or professes or permits
to be stated or professed by any means or method whatsoever that the person can perform or will attempt
to perform dental operations or render a diagnosis connected with dental operationsis also considered to be
practicing dentistry.

[ 1993, c. 600, Pt. A §63 (AWD) .]

2. Exemptions. Nothing in this chapter applies to the following practices, acts and operations:

A. The practice of the profession by alicensed physician or surgeon under the laws of this State, unless
that person practices dentistry as a specialty; [ 1993, c¢. 600, Pt. A, 863 (AMD).]

B. The giving by a qualified anesthetist or nurse anesthetist of an anesthetic for a dental operation; the
giving by a certified registered nurse of an anesthetic for a dental operation under the direct supervision
of either alicensed dentist who holds a valid anesthesia permit or alicensed physician; and the removing
of sutures, the dressing of wounds, the application of dressings and bandages and the injection of drugs
subcutaneously or intravenously by a certified registered nurse under the direct supervision of alicensed
dentist or physician; [ 1993, c. 600, Pt. A 863 (AMD).]

C. The practice of dentistry in the discharge of their official duties by graduate dentists or dental
surgeons in the United States Army, Navy, Public Health Service, Coast Guard or Veterans Bureau;
[ 1967, c. 544, 880 (NEW.]

D. The practice of dentistry by alicensed dentist of other states or countries at meetings of the Maine
State Dental Association or its affiliates or other like dental organizations approved by the board, while
appearing asclinicians; [ 1993, c. 600, Pt. A 863 (AMD).]

E. Thefilling of prescriptions of alicensed dentist by any person, association, corporation or other entity
for the construction, reproduction or repair of prosthetic dentures, bridges, plates or appliances to be
used or worn as substitutes for natural teeth, provided that this person, association, corporation or other
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entity does not solicit nor advertise, directly or indirectly, by mail, card, newspaper, pamphlet, radio or
otherwise, to the general public to construct, reproduce or repair prosthetic dentures, bridges, plates or
other appliances to be used or worn as substitutes for natural teeth; [ 2007, c. 620, Pt. C, 82
(AND) . ]

F. [1987, c. 402, Pt. A 8167 (RP).]

G. Thetaking of impressions by dental hygienists, independent practice dental hygienists or dental
assistants for study purposesonly; and [ 2007, c¢. 620, Pt. C, 83 (AMD).]

H. Practice by an independent practice dental hygienist pursuant to subchapter 3-B. [ 2007, c.
620, Pt. C, 84 (NEW.]

[ 2007, c. 620, Pt. C, §§2-4 (AVD) .]

3. Proprietor. Theterm proprietor, as used in this chapter, includes a person who:

A. Employs dentists or dental hygienists, independent practice dental hygienists, denturists or other
dental auxiliariesin the operation of adental office; [ 2007, c. 620, Pt. C, 85 (AMD).]

B. Placesin possession of adentist or adental hygienist, independent practice dental hygienist or other
dental auxiliary or other agent dental material or equipment that may be necessary for the management
of adental office on the basis of alease or any other agreement for compensation for the use of that
material, equipment or office; or [ 2007, c. 620, Pt. C, 85 (AMD).]

C. Retains the ownership or control of dental equipment or material or a dental office and makes the
same available in any manner for the use by dentists or dental hygienists, independent practice dental
hygienists or other agents, except that nothing in this subsection applies to bonafide sales of dental
equipment or material secured by a chattel mortgage or retain title agreement. A person licensed to
practice dentistry may not enter into arrangements with a person who is not licensed to practice dentistry,
with the exception of licensed denturists and independent practice dental hygienists, or the legal guardian
or personal representative of a deceased or incapacitated dentist, pursuant to the provisions of Title 13,
section 732. [ 2007, c. 620, Pt. C, 85 (AWD).]

[ 2007, c. 620, Pt. C, 85 (ANVD) .]

4. Corporations;, names. A corporation may not practice, offer or undertake to practice or hold itself
out as practicing dentistry. Every person practicing dentistry as an employee of another shall cause that
person's name to be conspicuously displayed and kept in a conspicuous place at the entrance of the place
where the practice is conducted. This subsection does not prohibit alicensed dentist from practicing dentistry
as an employee of another licensed dentist in this State, as an employee of a nonprofit corporation, as an
employee of astate hospital or state institution where the only remuneration is from the State or from a
corporation that provides dental service for its employees at no profit to the corporation. This subsection does
not prohibit the practice of dentists who have incorporated their practices pursuant to Title 13, chapter 22-A.

[ 2003, c. 344, Pt. D, §21 (AWD) .]

5. Dentist of record; office manager. Each patient in a multidentist practice must be provided with a
dentist of record. The patient entering a multidentist practice, at the onset of treatment, must be informed as
to the identity of the patient's dentist of record. The identity must at least consist of the name and telephone
number.

Each office established or maintained in this State for the practice of dentistry by a person or persons subject
to this chapter must be under the general supervision of alicensed dentist.

[ 1993, c. 600, Pt. A 8§63 (AMVD) .]
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6. Dental hygienist. "Dental hygienist" or "independent practice dental hygienist," as used in this
chapter, means adental auxiliary licensed pursuant to subchapter 3-B or 4 who delivers preventive and
educational services for the control of oral disease and the promotion of oral health within the scope of
practice authorized by the person's license.

[ 2007, c. 620, Pt. C, 86 (NEW .]
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