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§289.  Investigation of child abuse cases
Unless a written agreement exists between a law enforcement agency and a district attorney 

concerning primary responsibility for investigating any of the following offenses, the district attorney 
may direct the investigation of any offense under Title 17‑A, chapter 11 or 12, or Title 17‑A, sections 
207, 208 and 556, when a victim may not have attained the victim's 18th birthday, and may designate, 
by geographical boundaries or otherwise, a particular law enforcement agency to have primary 
responsibility for that investigation.  [PL 2003, c. 711, Pt. C, §3 (AMD).]

Any case involving the sexual or physical abuse of children which is discovered by or reported to 
any law enforcement department or officer shall be immediately reported by that department or officer 
to the appropriate district attorney or assistant district attorney or, in their absence, to the Attorney 
General or one of the Attorney General's assistants.  [PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1987, 
c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW); PL 1989, c. 6 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); PL 1989, c. 104, 
Pt. C, §§8, 10 (AMD).]
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