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§1651.  Examination of jails; board of visitors
1.  Examination.  At the commencement of each session required by law, the county 

commissioners shall examine the jail in their county and take necessary precautions for the security of 
prisoners, for the prevention of infection and sickness and for the accommodations of the prisoners.
[PL 2003, c. 482, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]

2.  Appointment.  The sheriff for each county shall appoint a board of 7 visitors for each 
correctional facility under the sheriff's supervision.

A.  Members of the boards of visitors serve for terms of one year.  [PL 2021, c. 620, §3 (AMD).]
B.  Members of the boards of visitors are eligible for reappointment at the expiration of their terms.  
The boards of visitors must be representative of a broad range of professionals, family members 
and citizens interested in the well-being of prisoners, including representatives of advocacy groups 
for human and civil rights, medical and psychiatric professionals, persons who have served in 
corrections settings and other interested citizens.  One member of each board of visitors must be a 
person with knowledge of issues related to the incarceration of women.  One member of each board 
of visitors must be a woman who has been incarcerated in the State and who has prior child welfare 
experience with the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Child and Family 
Services.  [PL 2021, c. 620, §3 (AMD).]
C.  A member of the Legislature may not serve on a board of visitors.  [PL 2003, c. 482, Pt. A, 
§1 (NEW).]
D.  The sheriffs of 2 or more counties, at their discretion, may appoint a joint board of visitors of  
7 or more members.  [PL 2021, c. 620, §3 (AMD).]

[PL 2021, c. 620, §3 (AMD).]
3.  Powers.  Each board of visitors shall inspect the correctional facility to which it is assigned, 

subject to reasonable restrictions required by the sheriff to ensure the security of the jail, and make 
recommendations to the sheriff with respect to inmates who are mentally ill.
[PL 2003, c. 482, Pt. A, §1 (NEW).]
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