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§6651.  Summary proceedings
A person in possession of real property, claiming an estate of freehold therein or an unexpired term 

of not less than 10 years, or a person who has conveyed such property or any interest therein with 
covenants of title or warranty, upon which he may be liable, may, if he or those under whom he claims 
or those claiming under him have been in uninterrupted possession of such property for 4 years or more, 
bring an action in the Superior Court, or in the District Court in the county or district respectively in 
which said real property lies, setting forth his estate, stating the source of his title, describing the 
premises, and averring that an apprehension exists that persons named in the complaint, or persons 
unknown claiming as heirs, devisees or assigns, or in any other way, by, through or under a person or 
persons named in the complaint, claim or may claim some right, title or interest in the premises adverse 
to his said estate; and that such apprehension creates a cloud upon the title and depreciates the market 
value of the property; and praying that such persons be summoned to show cause why they should not 
bring an action to try their title to the described premises. If any such supposed claimants are unknown, 
the plaintiff or his attorney shall so allege under oath, but the truth of the allegation shall not after decree 
has been filed be denied for the purpose of defeating the title established thereby. A person in the 
enjoyment of an easement is in possession of real property within the meaning and for the purposes of 
this section.  [PL 1971, c. 117, §2 (AMD).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1971, c. 117, §2 (AMD). 

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include 
the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects 
changes made through the Second Regular Session of the 130th Maine Legislature and is current through October 1, 2022. The 
text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the 
Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our 
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to 
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the 
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.


