
TESTIMONY OF RICHARD A. GOULD 

IN SUPPORT OF L.D. 1056 

Senator Millett; Representative MacDonald and distinguished members of the Educatiion and 

Cultural Affairs Committee. 

My name is Dick Gould and I am Executive Director of Maine Small Schools Coalition. I am 
testifying on behalf of myself today. The first thing I want to say is that I am supportive of 
Charter schools, but I am not in favor of the way they are funded. I am also opposed to the 
process for establishing charter schools. Sending schools have very little say about the 

process and the funding of these schools. 

One of the major reasons for charter schools is choice. Choice is good. Choice being good 
should also be applied to the citizens of the various communities involved in the sending of 

students to the charter schools. 

From my understanding of financial support of charter schools, citizens of the sending 
communities have no input in the appropriation of their property taxes. I believe this can be 

construed to be a violation of our right to have representation for the raising of taxes. 

While L.D. 1056 does give voters some degree of choice in deciding to join a 

Charter school, it still leaves the funding process flawed. Voters still have little input in the 

charter school budget. We are told what we will raise in property taxes without oversight on 
how our taxes are used. Oh yes, there is charter school oversight, but not by those of us who 
pay part of the cost of the schools. 

I have attached a five year budget comparison for the Town of Greenville. As you can see we 
receive very little funding from the State. So we really get hit in this process. 

I also want to point out my confusion by lines 8-14 on page 2 of the L.D. I can read this 

section two ways and maybe it is me, but I would like to see it clarified,. 

Thanks for reading and listening to my testimony.
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