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Good afternoon Senator Valentino, Representative Priest, and members of the Joint
Standing Committee on Judiciary.

I am State Representative Rick Long, representing District 9. I come before you today
to present L.D. 220, “An Act To Ban the United Nations Agenda 21 in Maine.”

This bill prohibits the State, any governing body, or quasi-governing body to implement
or adopt any policies set forth by the United Nations at their conference on
Environment and Development held in Brazil during June of 1992. This group of
policies are known as the Agenda 21 plan.

This plan consists of 351 pages and can be read in its entirety by visiting
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/Agenda21.pdf. I have also
provided a copy of the table of contents and the preamble for you.

At a quick glance, this appears to be well-intentioned but upon reading through the
document it becomes clear that the intent would restrict private property rights without
due process at the state and local levels. It would also threaten the sovereignty of our
government, as well as our established policies and civil liberties by binding us to a
contract of global governance.

In closing, I urge you to support this piece of legislation. The Honorable Henry Joy can
answer in detail any questions you may have.

Thank you for your time.

District 9 Bancroft, Crystal, Dyer Brook, Haynesville, Hersey, Island Falls, Linneus, Ludlow, Merrill, Mount
Chase, New Limerick, Oakfield, Patten, Sherman, Smyrna, Stacyville, Weston and Plantations of Glenwood,
Macwahoc, Moro and Reed, plus the unorganized territories of North Penobscot (part, including Herseytown

Township) and South Aroostook (including Benedicta, Molunkus and Silver Ridge Townships)
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Agenda 21 - Chapter 1
PREAMBLE

.1. Humanity stands at a defining moment in history. We are confronted with a perpetvation of disparities
between and within nations, a worsening of poverty, hunger, ill health and illiteracy, and the
continuing detetioration of the ecosystems on which we depend for our well-being. However,
integration of environment and development concerns and greater attention to them will lead to the
fulfilment of basic needs, improved living standards for all, better protected and managed ecosystems
and a safer, more prosperous future, No nation can achieve this on its own; but together we can -ina
global partnership for sustainable development.

. This global partnership must build on the premises of General Assembly resolution 44/228 of 22
December 1989, which was adopted when the nations of the world called for the United Nations
Conference on Environment and Development, and on the acceptance of the need to take a balanced
and integrated approach to environment and development questions.

.3. Agenda 21 addresses the pressing problems of today and also aims at preparing the world for the
challenges of the next century. It reflects a global consensus and political commitment at the highest
level on development and environment cooperation. Its successful implementation is first and foremost
the responsibility of Governments. National strategies, plans, policies and processes are crucial in
achieving this. International cooperation should support and supplement such national efforts. In this
context, the United Nations system has a key role to play. Other international, regional and subregional
organizations are also called upon to contribute to this effort. The broadest public participation and the
active involvement of the non-governmental organizations and other groups should also be
encouraged.

. The developmental and environmental objectives of Agenda 21 will require a substantial flow of new
and additional financial resources to developing countries, in order to cover the incremental costs for
the actions they have to undertake to deal with global environmental problems and to accelerate
sustainable development. Financial resources are also required for strengthening the capacity of
international institutions for the implementation of Agenda 21. An indicative order-of-magnitude
assessment of costs is included in each of the programme areas. This assessment will need to be
examined and refined by the relevant implementing agencies and organizations.

. In the implementation of the relevant programme areas identified in Agenda 21, special attention
should be given to the particular circumstances facing the economies in transition. It must also be
recognized that these countries are facing unprecedented challenges in transforming then economies,
in some cases in the midst of cons1del able social and political tension.

. The programme areas that constitute Agenda 21 are described in terms of the basis for action,
objectives, activities and means of implementation. Agenda 21 is a dynamic programme. It will be
carried out by the various actors according to the different situations, capacities and priorities of
countries and regions in full respect of all the principles contained in the Rio Declaration on
Environment and Development. It could evolve over time in the light of changing needs and
circumstances. This process marks the beginning of a new global partnershlp for sustainable
development.
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* When the term "Governments" is used, it will be deemed to include the European Economic Community within its
areas of competence. Throughout Agenda 21 the term "environmentally sound" means "environmentally safe and
sound", in particular when applied to the terms "energy sources", "energy supplies”, "energy systems” and "technology"
or "technologies".




