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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §1852, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 678, §13 and amended
by PL 2011, c. 657, Pt. W, §7 and PL 2013, c. 405, Pt. A, §24, is further amended to read:

4. Lease of public reserved land for utilities and rights-of-way. The Subject to the
provisions of section 598-A, the bureau may lease the right, for a term not exceeding 25
years, to:

A. Set and maintain or use poles, electric power transmission and telecommunication
transmission lines and facilities, roads, bridges and landing strips;

B. Lay and maintain or use pipelines and railroad tracks; and
C. Establish and maintain or use other rights-of-way.

Any such poles, transmission lines and facilities, landing_strips, pipelines and railroad
tracks under this subsection are deemed to substantially alter the uses of the land within the
meaning of the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 23, and a lease or conveyance
for the purpose of constructing and operating such poles, transmission lines and facilities,
landing_strips, pipelines and railroad tracks under this subsection may not be granted

without first obtaining the vote of 2/3 of all the members elected to each House of the
Legislature.

Notwithstanding Title 1, section 302 or any other provision of law to the contrary, this
subsection applies retroactively to September 16, 2014.

SUMMARY

This bill requires the approval of 2/3 of all the members elected to each House of the
Legislature for any use of public reserved lands for transmission lines and facilities and
certain other projects. This provision applies retroactively to September 16, 2014. This
bill confirms the Legislature's understanding of the applicability of the Constitution of
Maine, Article IX, Section 23 and the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 598-A to
leases of public reserved lands.
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