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STATE OF MAINE 

_____ 

In House__________ 

ORDERED, the Senate concurring, that the Working Group to Study Background Checks 

for Child Care Facilities and Providers is established as follows. 

1.  Working Group to Study Background Checks for Child Care Facilities and 

Providers established.  The Working Group to Study Background Checks for Child Care 

Facilities and Providers, referred to in this order as "the working group," is established. 

2.  Membership.  The working group consists of 5 members appointed as follows: 

A.  Two members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, including members 

from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature; and 

B.  Three members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, 

including members from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the 

Legislature. 

The members appointed must serve on the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary, the Joint 

Standing Committee on Health and Human Services, the Joint Standing Committee on Education 

and Cultural Affairs or the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs. 

3.  Working group chairs.  The first-named Senator is the Senate chair of the working group 

and the first-named member of the House is the House chair of the working group. 

4.  Appointments; convening of working group.  All appointments must be made no later 

than 30 days following passage of this order.  The appointing authorities shall notify the 

Executive Director of the Legislative Council once all appointments have been made.  When the 

appointment of all members has been completed, the chairs of the working group shall call and 

convene the first meeting of the working group.  If 30 days or more after the passage of this order 

a majority of but not all appointments have been made, the chairs may request authority and the 

Legislative Council may grant authority for the working group to meet and conduct its business. 

5.  Duties.  The working group shall review the requirements for national criminal history 

background checks based on fingerprints as required by the federal Child Care and Development 

Block Grant Act of 2014.  The working group shall invite the participation of and comments from 

stakeholders, including but not limited to child care facilities, family child care providers and 

parents.  The working group shall invite the participation of the Department of Health and Human 

Services and the Department of Public Safety, State Bureau of Identification.  The working group 

shall recommend how the required background checks should be incorporated into law in this 

State, including but not limited to who should be subject to the background checks, whether the 

law should provide for contingent or provisional hiring while background checks are pending, 

who is responsible for the payment of costs associated with the background checks and how the 

Background Check Center within the Department of Health and Human Services can help 

coordinate and streamline the background check process for child care facilities and providers.  

The working group shall explore options, including the application of federal grant funds, to 

defray all or some of the initial and ongoing additional costs. 
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6.  Staff assistance.  The Legislative Council shall provide necessary staffing services to the 

working group. 

7.  Report.  No later than November 2, 2016, the working group shall submit a report that 

includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, to the Second 

Regular Session of the 127th Legislature. 

SPONSORED BY: ___________________________________ 

(Representative HOBBINS) 

TOWN: Saco 

COSPONSORED BY: ___________________________________ 

(Senator BURNS) 

COUNTY: Washington 

COSPONSORED BY: ___________________________________ 

(Senator JOHNSON) 

COUNTY: Lincoln 

COSPONSORED BY: ___________________________________ 

(Senator VOLK) 

COUNTY: Cumberland 

COSPONSORED BY: ___________________________________ 

(Representative EVANGELOS) 

TOWN: Friendship 

COSPONSORED BY: ___________________________________ 

(Representative GINZLER) 

TOWN: Bridgton 

COSPONSORED BY: ___________________________________ 

(Representative GUERIN) 

TOWN: Glenburn 

COSPONSORED BY: ___________________________________ 

(Representative HERRICK) 

TOWN: Paris 
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COSPONSORED BY: ___________________________________ 

(Representative MCCREIGHT) 

TOWN: Harpswell 

COSPONSORED BY: ___________________________________ 

(Representative MONAGHAN) 

TOWN: Cape Elizabeth 

COSPONSORED BY: ___________________________________ 

(Representative MOONEN) 

TOWN: Portland 

COSPONSORED BY: ___________________________________ 

(Representative SHERMAN) 

TOWN: Hodgdon 

COSPONSORED BY: ___________________________________ 

(Representative WARREN) 

TOWN: Hallowell 

 


