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An Act To Establish a Moratorium on Offshore Wind Power Projects in Maine's Territorial Waters
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_913ceffb_e650_4290_aad5_72fdc0db][bookmark: _LINE__3_32be7bfe_2744_43ad_8fcd_5d1eb3a][bookmark: _LINE__4_bd6953b2_1ce3_4dc0_9b83_c377bb0][bookmark: _LINE__5_17004db6_bf87_4dd9_8cd8_65de9b1][bookmark: _LINE__6_d608f8ee_809c_45c2_8b2d_aff99f0][bookmark: _LINE__7_fca5e418_ff8e_4610_b85e_0dd56aa][bookmark: _LINE__8_0fe88a41_005c_42d4_9703_55e61e1][bookmark: _LINE__9_59c8f087_95f5_476c_bc6f_ebd0b97]Whereas, development of offshore wind power projects, particularly those which deploy deep-water, floating platform technology, in suitable locations off Maine's coast may provide significant economic and environmental benefits to the State by generating renewable energy needed to achieve the goals and objectives of the State's climate action plan adopted pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section 577 and related state economic and environmental goals and objectives developed by the Maine Climate Council pursuant to Title 38, section 577-A; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_cb85dc07_4764_4d28_a0fc_e3817a3b][bookmark: _LINE__10_95662c6d_ded4_44ca_aeae_b451ef][bookmark: _LINE__11_0e19ca19_f7e0_48ee_93b9_9dad5d][bookmark: _LINE__12_eccc120e_7104_4868_92ae_327d65][bookmark: _LINE__13_3d1c9424_bead_42cb_a66b_9cb7a3][bookmark: _LINE__14_c0e78c0f_c2b1_4369_83e9_7970ed][bookmark: _LINE__15_1a39eac4_d3ff_4918_bec9_af3fbd]Whereas, the siting, construction and operation of offshore wind power projects in Maine's territorial waters, as defined by Title 12, section 6001, subsection 48-B, may adversely affect resources, including scenic and aesthetic resources, and recreational and economic uses, including commercial fishing, which are more commonly found or take place in the State's submerged lands and territorial waters than in proximate federal waters; and
[bookmark: _PAR__4_d0210076_65fa_46a5_bb73_2c2c4e83][bookmark: _LINE__16_7654a216_1dbc_4164_ac77_f67910][bookmark: _LINE__17_9633b89d_a5b8_4794_99c0_4ad3cd][bookmark: _LINE__18_7bed4f4c_205e_48b8_8bab_e858d8]Whereas, Maine's renewable, natural resources-based commercial fishing industry contributed direct revenues of $517 million to the State's economy in 2020 and is a vital part of the State's economy and cultural heritage and identity; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_1cec5061_5e6e_4c2b_9665_c4296917][bookmark: _LINE__19_c404c183_e1f7_4695_925a_57b6a2][bookmark: _LINE__20_2bcceedf_3649_4c7a_9e0c_057790][bookmark: _LINE__21_e72c167c_69d4_4886_bfcd_621243]Whereas, Maine's lobster fishery is active primarily in Maine's territorial waters, had landings valued in excess of $405 million in 2020, had an additional statewide economic impact of $1 billion and is among the most valuable fisheries in the United States; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_9680be8a_0c42_4398_999b_e0f203db][bookmark: _LINE__22_d55fcbc4_880b_4130_b7ba_58f6e3][bookmark: _LINE__23_55a77525_edc6_4dbb_966e_a39bc6][bookmark: _LINE__24_b7921299_51de_4c70_8fbb_e8a489][bookmark: _LINE__25_7d4f4592_cf5a_4cee_aa16_f6b4a6]Whereas, there are outstanding questions regarding the manner in and extent to which the siting, construction and operation of offshore wind power projects may displace or otherwise adversely affect natural resources within and uses of the State's submerged lands and territorial waters; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_39e2d941_6619_4b14_8563_9fe83ddc][bookmark: _LINE__26_dee1e6f6_758a_493c_8f0e_f463f0][bookmark: _LINE__27_1d96af3d_a5b7_456c_ac59_e649f0][bookmark: _LINE__28_a085d076_9cae_4ddb_b978_0a656f][bookmark: _LINE__29_dc863bae_7e22_4fcb_8638_13b15a][bookmark: _LINE__30_fad19506_9ff8_44c4_968e_5ffe58][bookmark: _LINE__31_035efd83_bb22_4d76_8f6e_7101e9]Whereas, it is anticipated that the growth and development of the offshore wind power industry in the Northeast region and elsewhere in the United States over the next decade will provide additional information through project-specific studies, research findings, monitoring results and operational experience that may assist the State in evaluating the siting and development of new offshore wind power projects in the State's submerged lands and territorial waters; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_11658ae3_76e9_4235_be80_019e4553][bookmark: _LINE__32_05746f06_61ca_446c_91f8_6d4ffa][bookmark: _LINE__33_283646fc_078e_4cfd_aefc_f6c8cb][bookmark: _LINE__34_dfe6c940_7f38_4798_8a21_16e30d][bookmark: _LINE__35_07499974_bee7_4769_adf3_b379a4][bookmark: _LINE__36_acabe412_b203_4ef5_88a4_3e0c02]Whereas, a moratorium on the development of offshore wind power projects will allow the State to undergo a review of applicable state laws and rules to determine whether the existing offshore wind power regulatory framework adequately protects Maine's coastal resources in a manner that avoids or minimizes adverse effects on coastal resources and uses; and
[bookmark: _PAR__9_21e80f3a_061a_4bb7_9e2e_5c475092][bookmark: _LINE__37_df48fba5_2ae7_4cdd_bf10_9be3d2][bookmark: _LINE__38_291412f3_5f04_4bf7_ab56_2f0205][bookmark: _LINE__39_9c52ed2a_4db2_495e_bc68_cdd093][bookmark: _LINE__40_65c51b4f_f767_4e47_8257_de88ab]Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__1aa86833_224e_45d1_9bdd_7bb9][bookmark: _PAGE__2_15ab4d9f_0b35_48cf_a8f8_13ca8e8][bookmark: _PAR__1_8b1563c0_7ab7_4477_9049_f3ff57b1][bookmark: _LINE__1_8d36dc6f_442e_45e2_a427_798c9cf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__68835288_6c95_475b_9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0a5ed6eb_939d_4ae2_8ba6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a9c5134f_c56a_4ee6_80][bookmark: _LINE__2_c9eacab5_26c5_48f6_8c59_44a0cda]§3405.  Moratorium on offshore wind power projects in territorial waters and submerged lands
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__28274a8d_aa34_446c_af66][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0ba7b9f7_0fa1_4678_8e30_442d][bookmark: _PAR__3_3a2587a2_80d7_46bf_a9ab_49ab07da][bookmark: _LINE__5_b42408ec_31e1_4bc5_9ad6_8312e71][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__581483e7_3801_430e_98a][bookmark: _LINE__6_a3aa4e3f_d49c_4a86_a648_461e42c]A.  "Offshore wind energy demonstration project" has the same meaning as in Title 38, section 480-HH, subsection 1, paragraph H.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3a579bb6_4b56_4ca2_bd5f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__88835128_b7e5_47c2_bb94_516][bookmark: _PAR__7_a8cdfac0_0c78_4cfb_a663_3dc430c1][bookmark: _LINE__13_0b0998cd_6ed2_4384_84a2_8df9f4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d752406c_1011_4fc8_ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__55297a2d_73f7_4fac_a9f][bookmark: _LINE__14_5cda3666_67af_46fe_8808_167f09][bookmark: _LINE__15_d839acb7_f6ed_44b6_905f_443e72][bookmark: _LINE__16_6536ce54_7dac_4bc5_b6e2_531221][bookmark: _LINE__17_e5d7045f_6bd9_40bd_b753_2d55ee][bookmark: _LINE__18_5de39dff_4442_4478_8cf4_1feb74][bookmark: _LINE__19_4935f965_dae1_4cec_be48_6fa03a][bookmark: _LINE__20_35b8752b_679c_4856_b645_21e3d7][bookmark: _LINE__21_6b6bddca_1939_4abf_81cb_7f53b4][bookmark: _LINE__22_841c7a60_9c28_41b3_bcfa_6e8e57]2.  Moratorium.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary and except as otherwise provided by subsection 3, from the effective date of this section to January 15, 2031, a state agency or municipality or other political subdivision of the State may not license, permit or otherwise approve or authorize the siting, construction or operation of or issue a lease or grant an easement or other real property interest for a windmill or wind turbine or tower for an offshore wind power project in state-owned submerged lands or territorial waters.  Nothing in this subsection may be construed as limiting any regulatory approval of or the issuance of any lease or grant of any easement or other real property interest for utility cables, transmission lines or portside infrastructure that may support offshore wind energy generation.
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[bookmark: _PAR__11_3e8c0b43_8272_41e4_9d60_242af2e][bookmark: _LINE__33_8a36e44e_45d5_428a_9734_7c4b65][bookmark: _LINE__34_7f68befc_47be_4239_9d8e_d920cc][bookmark: _LINE__35_479a5eb6_fa29_4c78_a813_0f44f2][bookmark: _LINE__36_82e5cb10_7109_4377_9ba7_54551b][bookmark: _LINE__37_922157b2_5a5c_4535_aedf_c81a4c][bookmark: _LINE__38_33201dba_fcf4_44b5_8245_1c0d38][bookmark: _LINE__39_e6fa31af_a0cc_461e_b8aa_610f66][bookmark: _LINE__40_5b9d6993_8d03_4a6e_8ca2_372e9c][bookmark: _LINE__41_b3bd7169_a7b2_4d0c_8d25_95c5a4]This bill establishes a moratorium that, until 2031, prohibits any state agency or municipality or other subdivision of the State from licensing, permitting or otherwise authorizing or approving the siting, construction or operation of a windmill or wind turbine or tower for an offshore wind power project in state-owned submerged lands or Maine's territorial waters.  The moratorium does not apply to cables, transmission lines and portside infrastructure that may support offshore wind energy generation and does not apply to an offshore wind energy demonstration project proposed for location in the Maine Offshore Wind Energy Research Center for which the Public Utilities Commission has approved the terms of a long-term power purchase agreement.
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