130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Establish the Maine Service Fellows Program
L.D. 
An Act To Establish the Maine Service Fellows Program
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__a3e53e65_46f6_4bb2_8f7][bookmark: _PAGE__1_a085bfd9_3cc2_411b_b826_602c37f][bookmark: _PAR__1_33c8851d_9daf_4604_97a3_54f81791][bookmark: _LINE__1_94a06ebb_e6f8_4ccd_b12f_d68e033]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__deb35080_1776_48ab_8694_3695][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__75b419ac_9b67_4965_955][bookmark: _PAR__8_765aa57d_6378_4ced_aac8_bac8a65f][bookmark: _LINE__11_78c91e90_b718_471f_a67e_a1d17c][bookmark: _LINE__12_3ad07ab4_5006_495e_80fc_a80ad0][bookmark: _LINE__13_c270e1f7_4105_4e0e_841b_028ea3][bookmark: _LINE__14_abfe7dc5_61d1_4b34_9ab7_6e77ba]The Maine Service Fellows Program, referred to in this section as "the program," is established within the commission.  Individuals who participate in the program are referred to in this section as "program fellows."  The commission shall administer the program in accordance with this section.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6409b32b_844d_4f89_a848][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__eadc719e_7524_4d50_bdf9_14c][bookmark: _PAR__14_581dc7a9_180c_4611_b90a_fe44b05][bookmark: _LINE__25_801f3ee6_8022_456f_b7a0_8b5bdc][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6ed4bcdd_1fed_4f9b_89][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c6937037_9a48_4fa9_b67][bookmark: _LINE__26_1558e134_cca7_4c64_b2f4_d481a8][bookmark: _LINE__27_dd1d2106_8f07_4f0a_b70f_16709f][bookmark: _LINE__28_ae94dd0e_6b32_46d5_8833_9666f0][bookmark: _LINE__29_562d637c_9e67_4e30_a52c_6ba7ba][bookmark: _LINE__30_64618b28_1f36_4eb7_a308_6a46ac][bookmark: _LINE__31_f987b690_7e3c_4b83_b931_8571b4][bookmark: _LINE__32_2f413c0d_7cbe_412c_a07b_bba439][bookmark: _LINE__33_6a730e69_3d7d_4899_9e64_89d3f0][bookmark: _LINE__34_ca318ad2_506d_463a_a07e_23678b][bookmark: _LINE__35_24e0b46a_022b_4e0d_b54e_70f87a][bookmark: _LINE__36_f27415a4_a8eb_4f3e_b9c5_7d082a][bookmark: _LINE__37_997cb6c8_b18f_49b1_9a8f_95791f][bookmark: _LINE__38_16d78955_da17_4a21_ad38_8ca0e2]2.  Program design.  The program must be designed to coordinate with appropriate organizations in the served communities.  Program fellows must be required to commit up to 20% of their time in the program to developing regional networks of volunteer programs whose common goals can result in mutual benefits.  An entity may submit a proposal to sponsor a program fellow based on guidelines established under this subsection.  Services provided by a program fellow may include but are not limited to services to address home evictions, to support workforce development, to mitigate and prevent substance use disorder and to promote mental health. The commission may identify other priority needs of communities to be addressed by the program and may make those services available to eligible communities.   During the first 3 years of operation of the program, the commission shall ensure that program fellows focus on helping communities recover from the effects of coronavirus disease 2019, also known as COVID-19, and the related pandemic, while also addressing long-term issues that communities face.  The commission shall establish guidelines for the program that include but are not limited to:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a2f5c6ae_f10d_45da_a489][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d354b372_ca12_4684_a35c_cb7d][bookmark: _PAR__3_d19b0b78_22b2_4382_a5ee_61ae4b2f][bookmark: _LINE__5_fc37e868_3011_4a00_8a75_e1f0c68][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__52cf6add_d3d3_4b4d_97d][bookmark: _LINE__6_678c9a88_ae65_4dc7_a34c_20062de]D.  Ensuring that program fellows are not used to replace positions eliminated or position hours reduced as a result of budget cuts by the sponsor;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7684ac62_c8a8_4413_9afd][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a94b5626_ef33_4efe_b6f5_046c][bookmark: _PAR__8_ffcb67c0_2531_4c2c_aaa9_c1f74d92][bookmark: _LINE__14_1a98cd11_9e3d_4e24_bb4f_75438f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f76e4733_df3d_42a0_856][bookmark: _LINE__15_3722da2e_d4c2_4cbc_ad75_aa8fa8][bookmark: _LINE__16_5ee0547b_6acb_40e3_8fd9_099e42][bookmark: _LINE__17_e16f0307_8461_4ac2_baed_e77f0d][bookmark: _LINE__18_3bbca174_1fc0_4daf_b431_37a9e5][bookmark: _LINE__19_c0c94b5d_7064_4ce6_9eca_b90a9d]A.  A stipend set by the commission to achieve an annual income of up to 212% of the nonfarm income official federal poverty level.  To the extent the stipend is paid from the General Fund or any other account of the commission, personal liability insurance and workers' compensation insurance, paid for from the same source of funds, must also be provided.  Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, program fellows are not employees of the State for the purposes of Title 5, Part 20;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a71e5063_79b5_4b95_8274_97c][bookmark: _PAR__10_0b3ba61e_1951_4ec3_b3f2_fee27f6][bookmark: _LINE__21_0c72f214_dd79_4b0f_a1b3_3f71b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2ee9bf95_3ee4_4403_9e98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b6393542_020d_4a46_968][bookmark: _LINE__22_a72c5cd3_e648_4132_9e76_52f27d][bookmark: _LINE__23_96272a5f_41f8_4045_bf8f_d33851][bookmark: _LINE__24_38f0b5ba_be55_440b_a63a_c0ea4f](1)  Eligibility for the applicable in-state tuition rate for a program of study within the University of Maine System, if the program fellow, within one year of completion of service in the program, enrolls in such a program and is not otherwise eligible for in-state tuition; and
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cb7e7516_9cce_437c_bc61][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__be4b421b_ac0f_41cb_b46a_661][bookmark: _PAR__13_e20fda93_1cf7_4af4_bcf7_9e3ebc5][bookmark: _LINE__30_71f1a622_2076_4b57_8020_100e47][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5086ad5f_bc5f_4b1d_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d456e7f4_3346_4d2d_a40][bookmark: _LINE__31_7decd6fa_2ebe_4927_8492_c61eee][bookmark: _LINE__32_06fd62ba_9625_4fe3_ad50_c1e883][bookmark: _LINE__33_7c334e0b_7a15_4071_8c64_38f0ca]4. Funding.  The commission may seek and receive both private and federal funds, grants and gifts in support of the program.  The commission may accept funding from other state agencies to support program fellows whose work will support and promote goals of programs administered by those agencies.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4d1c8b08_4017_4504_8500][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__73021d99_1035_4ea5_b0c0_964][bookmark: _PAR__14_0f49f369_fa97_44ac_aeb9_f9db657][bookmark: _LINE__34_c6a89838_a77a_4c2d_ac51_3000db][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7bce8116_8052_4d35_8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6811a081_d9a6_47d8_b5a][bookmark: _LINE__35_58f19d1b_c50f_4a47_8cc4_c8df07][bookmark: _LINE__36_c9c9833d_8032_4bed_baf0_8c554c]5. Rules. The commission may adopt rules necessary to carry out the purposes of this section.  Rules adopted under this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__39c175bc_7209][bookmark: _PAR__15_4e03c743_c40d_4e10_ab02_c82ad80][bookmark: _LINE__37_ca00f83d_2400_462f_bf7f_c72039][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__04bed395_9fbd_4750][bookmark: _LINE__38_9eafe6e3_46d2_491c_9a74_0c9f14][bookmark: _LINE__39_cffaed60_2619_4cef_90d2_572a19][bookmark: _LINE__40_aa8fd5e5_1755_4e37_970e_81716a][bookmark: _LINE__41_cd124407_fe90_419b_9d94_ea51f0][bookmark: _LINE__42_863664cd_018b_4be1_ada2_637a5b]Sec. 4.  Program launch.  Within 180 days following the effective date of this Act, to the extent of any available funds, the Maine Commission for Community Service shall seek to establish in 2022 the first class of program fellows in the Maine Service Fellows Program under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 7506, consisting of 10 program fellows who agree to participate in the program for up to 1,800 hours over a 12-month period beginning in 2022.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__e285d87c_2896][bookmark: _PAR__1_ffedcc1d_0471_4cee_b4d7_d873cbb0][bookmark: _LINE__1_35330535_2f7c_43ec_b7ca_ed5aea2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__e38b50d9_8d9f_4f60][bookmark: _LINE__2_ea23dca4_a85a_428f_866c_83359a8][bookmark: _LINE__3_214e9901_18bd_4f4c_bb40_8469f8e][bookmark: _LINE__4_806850e0_c2f8_43fc_85e4_bd64748][bookmark: _LINE__5_0d9e7bb7_0571_42b6_b68a_cff5ef2]Sec. 5.  Report.  The commission shall report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over state and local government matters regarding the operations of the Maine Service Fellows Program established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 7506 and its work no later than January 30, 2024.  The report may include any recommendations for legislation to improve the program.
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[bookmark: _LINE__7_52d1ff87_ddbe_4471_a428_cdc9226][bookmark: _LINE__8_3b6b5f3a_8c4c_4da5_9a6e_664150d][bookmark: _LINE__9_a56ae247_2678_4470_96d1_c59082c][bookmark: _LINE__10_ca427523_4535_4001_a4c6_90b6ed][bookmark: _LINE__11_b153c8a2_43cb_4447_b58b_9e329e][bookmark: _LINE__12_75e2bad5_c6c4_42b5_b9cf_a7a193][bookmark: _LINE__13_5b05786b_aa65_40c2_91ac_a4999c][bookmark: _LINE__14_068cc504_68fe_4be8_b4e6_2b5c75][bookmark: _LINE__15_d1da5143_5a8a_4d8c_94b1_d4218b][bookmark: _LINE__16_26cbeecb_7d0f_40a5_851c_ac9bf0][bookmark: _LINE__17_c206871c_5643_4b96_b2e6_3b2e66][bookmark: _LINE__18_f426a969_a20f_467a_8711_d52f38]This bill establishes the Maine Service Fellows Program under the Maine Commission for Community Service.  The program is designed to engage program participants, referred to as "program fellows," in devoting a year of service to Maine communities.  The commission is directed to seek to design and implement the program in a manner that will increase the opportunities for citizens to devote a year of service to Maine communities; attract to and retain in Maine motivated adults who have completed a college degree within the prior 5 years to apply their skills and abilities to projects for the benefit of Maine citizens; provide rural and underserved Maine communities a resource to address critical health and human, public safety, education and environmental needs; and strengthen civic engagement of both the program fellows and community residents through solutions based in whole or in part in volunteer service.  To the extent funds are available, program fellows receive a stipend, a completion bonus and other benefits.
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