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An Act To Require Candidates for Public
Office To Provide Proof of Citizenship

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 21-A MRSA §334,  as amended by PL 1995, c. 459, §21, is further amended to read:

§ 334. Qualification of candidate for primary nomination

A candidate for nomination by primary election must file a primary petition and consent under
sections 335 and 336. The candidate must be enrolled, on or before March 15th, in the party named in
the petition and must be eligible to file a petition as a candidate for nomination by primary election under
section 144, subsection 3. The registrar in the candidate's municipality of residence must certify to that
fact upon the petition. A candidate for nomination by primary election shall show proof of United States
citizenship in the form of a certified copy of the candidate's birth certificate and the candidate's driver's
license or other government-issued identification to the Secretary of State.

Sec. 2. 21-A MRSA §353,  as amended by PL 1999, c. 426, §11, is further amended to read:

§ 353. Qualification of candidate for nomination by petition

A person who seeks nomination by petition qualifies by filing a nomination petition and consent as
provided in sections 354 and 355. If enrolled, the person must also withdraw enrollment in a party on
or before March 1st to be eligible to file a petition as a candidate in that election year, as provided in
section 145. The registrar, or clerk at the request or upon the absence of the registrar, in the candidate's
municipality of residence must certify to that fact on the petition. A person who seeks nomination by
petition shall show proof of United States citizenship in the form of a certified copy of the candidate's birth
certificate and the candidate's driver's license or other government-issued identification to the Secretary
of State.

 

SUMMARY

This bill requires candidates running for office to show proof of United States citizenship in the
form of a certified copy of the candidate's birth certificate and the candidate's driver's license or other
government-issued identification to the Secretary of State.


