CHAPTER 283
S.P. 204 - L.D. 593
An Act to Promote the Recycling of Fish Scales as Agricultural Fertilizer
Emergency preamble.  Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, the use of fish scales as a crop nutri​ent supplement is vital to many farms in this State; and

Whereas, this legislation simplifies the process for the use of fish scales as a crop nutrient supplement, while maintaining standards to ensure protection of the State's ground and surface water; and

Whereas, it is critical to enact the new stan​dards with regard to the use of fish scales to ensure the safe and efficient use of fish scales for this growing season; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preserva​tion of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1.  38 MRSA §1304, sub-§13‑D is en​acted to read:

13‑D.  Use of fish scales as crop nutrient sup​plements.  A person may use fish scales as a crop nutrient supplement without a license issued pursuant to this chapter as long as:

A.  The department has reviewed the process by which the waste fish scales are generated and has approved the use of the scales as a soil amend​ment on crop farms;
B.  The farm using fish scales as a supplement has developed and implemented a nutrient man​agement plan in accordance with the provisions of  Title 7, chapter 747 and in accordance with the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources' rules concerning nutrient manage​ment planning; and

C.  The person supplying the fish scales provides the following information to the department within 7 days of shipping the fish scales with re​spect to each person receiving the scales:

(1)  The name of the person receiving the fish scales;

(2)  The location or locations where the fish scales will be used; and

(3)  The quantity of fish scales shipped.

Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.

Effective May 21, 1999.

