	Emergency preamble.  Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and





	Whereas, the recent change to the laws governing smoking in public places has had a severe and adverse impact on pool halls and billiard rooms around the State; and





	Whereas, 4 pool halls have been forced to close down in recent months as a result of the change in law; and





	Whereas, it is necessary to immediately establish a special liquor license for pool halls and billiard rooms of a certain size to ensure their ability to continue as viable businesses; and





	Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,





Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:





	Sec. 1.  28-A MRSA §2, sub-§15, ¶N-1 is enacted to read:





N-1.  "Pool hall" means a pool hall or billiard room with 4 or more pool tables or billiard tables.  A pool hall need not serve any food.





	Sec. 2.  28-A MRSA §1005, sub-§3, ¶L-1 is enacted to read:





L-1.  Pool halls;





	Sec. 3.  28-A MRSA §1080 is enacted to read:





§1080.  Pool hall





	1.  Issuance of licenses.  The bureau may issue licenses under this section for the sale of malt liquor to be consumed on the premises to pool halls, as defined in section 2, subsection 15, paragraph N-1.





	Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.








SUMMARY





	This bill establishes a special liquor license for pool halls and billiard rooms that have 4 or more pool or billiard 


�



tables.  Under this new license, a pool hall or billiard room may be issued a license for the sale of malt liquor to be consumed on premises.  Unlike the current system, which links the issuance of the license to the percentage of sales of food, this new license has no such requirement.
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