Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:





	Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §141-A is enacted to read:





§141-A.  Provisional enrollment





	When a person wishes to enroll in a party before the party has acquired the number of enrollees required pursuant to section 302, that person may do so on a provisional enrollee basis.  At the time the party attains the required number of enrollees for full party status, the provisional enrollee then becomes a regular enrollee and the registrar shall make the necessary changes in documentation to ensure that a provisional enrollee becomes a regular enrollee upon verification of full party status with the Secretary of State.  Nothing in this section may be construed to require a person to enroll in a political party.





	Sec. 2.  21-A MRSA §142, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 161, §6, is amended to read:





	2.  Party designation or provisional enrollee status on voting list.  On receipt of the application, the registrar shall place the party designation or provisional enrollee status of the applicant beside his the applicant's name on the voting list and file the application.





	Sec. 3.  21-A MRSA §302, sub-§1, ¶B, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 161, §6, is repealed.





	Sec. 4.  21-A MRSA §302, sub-§1, ¶B-1 is enacted to read:





B-1.  A list of registered voters enrolled or provisionally enrolled in the party at least equal in number to 1/2 of 1% of the total number of residents of this State based on the latest Federal Decennial Census;





	Sec. 5.  21-A MRSA §302, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 161, §6, is amended to read:





	2.  Enrollment of voters and provisional party enrollees. After filing the declaration described in subsection 1, the voter or voters proposing to form the party may then enroll voters and provisional party enrollees in the proposed party under sections 141 to 145.








SUMMARY





	This bill changes the requirements for the establishment of a political party by removing the requirement of naming a candidate for Governor or for President in the last preceding gubernatorial or presidential election who received 5% 


�



or more of the total vote cast and replaces it with the requirement of a list of registered voters enrolled or provisionally enrolled in the party at least equal in number to 1/2 of 1% of the total number of residents of this State.





	The bill establishes provisional enrollment in new parties that have not attained the required number of enrollees for full party status.  An enrollee is recorded as provisional until such time as the party attains full party status.
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