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§741.  Governor's powers
1.  Control during emergencies.  In the event of disaster beyond local control, the Governor may 

assume direct operational control over all or any part of the emergency management and public safety 
functions within the State.
[PL 2003, c. 510, Pt. A, §34 (RPR).]

2.  Cooperation.  In performing the duties required by this chapter, the Governor shall, directly or 
through the commissioner, cooperate with all departments and agencies of the Federal Government, 
with the offices and agencies of other states and foreign countries and their political subdivisions and 
with private agencies in all matters pertaining to the emergency management capability of the State and 
of the Nation.
[PL 2003, c. 510, Pt. A, §34 (RPR).]

3.  Authority.  In performing the duties required by this chapter, the Governor may:
A.  Make, amend and rescind the necessary orders and rules to carry out this chapter within the 
limits of the authority conferred upon the Governor and not inconsistent with the rules, regulations 
and directives of the President of the United States or of any federal department or agency having 
specifically authorized emergency management or homeland security functions;  [PL 2013, c. 
146, §9 (AMD).]
B.  Prepare a comprehensive plan and program for the emergency management functions of this 
State.  That plan and program must be integrated into and coordinated with the emergency 
management plans of federal agencies and with the plans of other states and foreign countries, and 
their political subdivisions, to the fullest possible extent;  [PL 2003, c. 510, Pt. A, §34 (RPR).]
C.  Coordinate the preparation of plans and programs for emergency management functions by the 
political subdivisions of the State.  These plans must be integrated into and coordinated with the 
emergency management plan and program of the State to the fullest possible extent;  [PL 2003, c. 
510, Pt. A, §34 (RPR).]
D.  In accordance with the plan and program for the emergency management functions of the State, 
and consistent with the emergency management and homeland security plans, programs and 
directives of the Federal Government, procure supplies and equipment, institute training programs 
and public information programs and take all other preparatory steps, including the partial or full 
mobilization of emergency management organizations in advance of actual disaster or catastrophe, 
to ensure the furnishing of adequately trained and equipped forces of emergency management 
personnel in time of need;  [PL 2013, c. 146, §10 (AMD).]
E.  Conduct studies and surveys and take inventories of the industries, resources and facilities of 
the State necessary to ascertain the State's emergency management capabilities, and plan for their 
most efficient emergency use, including emergency economic controls to ensure adequate 
production and equitable distribution of essential commodities;  [PL 2003, c. 510, Pt. A, §34 
(RPR).]
F.  Whenever a shortage of critical material supplies appears imminent in the State, establish 
emergency reserves of those products necessary to ensure the health, welfare and safety of the 
people of the State.  To establish those reserves, the Governor may purchase quantities of those 
materials for resale on a cost plus expenses basis for priority end users within the State;  [PL 2003, 
c. 510, Pt. A, §34 (RPR).]
G.  On behalf of the State, enter into mutual aid arrangements with other states and foreign 
countries, and their political subdivisions, and coordinate mutual aid plans between political 
subdivisions of the State.  If an arrangement is entered into with a jurisdiction that has enacted the 
Emergency Management Assistance Compact, chapter 16, or the International Emergency 
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Management Assistance Compact, chapter 16‑A, any resulting agreement or agreements may be 
considered supplemental agreements pursuant to those compacts.  If the other jurisdiction or 
jurisdictions with which the Governor proposes to cooperate have not enacted one of those 
compacts, the Governor may negotiate special agreements with the jurisdiction or jurisdictions.  
Any agreement, if sufficient authority for its making does not otherwise exist, becomes effective 
only after approval by the Legislature;  [PL 2013, c. 146, §11 (AMD).]
G-1.  Establish and ensure maintenance of a primary facility designated as the State Emergency 
Operations Center from which the emergency coordination of response to and recovery from a 
disaster may be effectively carried out and ensure the identification of an alternate site that may be 
used for this purpose if necessary; and  [PL 2013, c. 146, §12 (NEW).]
H.  Delegate any authority vested in the Governor under this chapter and provide for the 
subdelegation of that authority.  [PL 2003, c. 510, Pt. A, §34 (RPR).]

[PL 2013, c. 146, §§9-12 (AMD).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1983, c. 460, §3 (NEW). PL 2001, c. 614, §11 (AMD). PL 2001, c. 662, §78 (AMD). PL 
2003, c. 510, §A34 (RPR). PL 2009, c. 252, §1 (AMD). PL 2013, c. 146, §§9-12 (AMD). 

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include 
the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects 
changes made through the First Regular and First Special Session of the 131st Maine Legislature and is current through November 
1. 2023. The text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. 
Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our 
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to 
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the 
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.


