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§665.  Involuntary transfers of interest in motor vehicle
1.  Other than voluntary transfer.  If the interest of an owner in a vehicle passes to another, other 

than by voluntary transfer, the owner shall immediately surrender the certificate of title or certificate of 
salvage to the transferee or the Secretary of State.  Except as otherwise provided in this section, the 
transferee shall promptly deliver to the Secretary of State the last certificate, if available, proof of the 
transfer and an application for a new certificate.
[PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]

2.  Interest terminated by lienholder.  If the interest of the owner is terminated or the vehicle is 
sold under a security agreement by a lienholder named in the certificate of title or salvage, the following 
provisions apply.

A.  If the owner has the certificate of title or certificate of salvage, the owner shall immediately 
surrender the certificate to the lienholder or the Secretary of State.  [PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 
(NEW); PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]
B.  The transferee shall promptly deliver to the Secretary of State the last certificate of title or 
certificate of salvage, an application for a new certificate and an affidavit made on behalf of the 
lienholder that the vehicle was repossessed and the interest of the owner was lawfully terminated 
or sold pursuant to the terms of the security agreement.  [PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 
1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]
C.  If the last certificate of title or certificate of salvage is not available, the lienholder may execute 
an assignment in the space provided on the certificate of lien.  [PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 
PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]
D.  The lienholder may apply for a certificate of title or certificate of salvage in the lienholder's 
name and execute an assignment in the space provided on the certificate of title or certificate of 
salvage.  [PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]
E.  If the lienholder holds the vehicle for resale, the lienholder need not apply for a new certificate.  
Upon transfer to another person, the lienholder shall promptly mail or deliver to the transferee or 
to the Secretary of State the certificate showing the lien to be released and the affidavit and other 
documents required to be sent to the Secretary of State by the transferee.  [PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. 
A, §2 (NEW); PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]

[PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]
3.  Interest transferred.  A person who holds a certificate of title or certificate of salvage and 

whose interest has been extinguished or transferred other than by voluntary transfer shall deliver the 
certificate to the Secretary of State on request.
The delivery of the certificate does not affect the rights of a person surrendering it.
The issuance of a new certificate is not conclusive of the rights of an owner or lienholder named in the 
old certificate.
[PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]

4.  Forfeiture of interest.  If the interest of an owner is forfeited to the State under Title 15, chapter 
517, the following provisions apply.

A.  The owner shall promptly deliver to the Secretary of State the certificate of title.  [PL 1993, c. 
683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]
B.  If the owner is unknown, the State may proceed to perfect title.  [PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 
(NEW); PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]
C.  If the forfeited vehicle is resold, the Secretary of State shall issue a new certificate of title to the 
purchaser.  [PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]
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D.  If the forfeiting owner fails to comply with this subsection, the Secretary of State shall revoke 
the owner's certificate of title and issue a new certificate of title to the purchaser.  [PL 1993, c. 
683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]

[PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]
5.  Divorce.  When a divorce decree awards a vehicle to an individual, the following provisions 

apply.
A.  Ownership of the vehicle passes to that individual and the ownership of the vehicle by any other 
person named on a certificate of title, certificate of salvage, certificate of lien or certificate of 
registration for the vehicle is extinguished.  [PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 1993, c. 
683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]
B.  The person whose ownership is extinguished shall surrender the certificate of title or salvage to 
the individual awarded the vehicle by the divorce decree.  [PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 
PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]
C.  If there is a lien on the vehicle, the lienholder shall surrender a certificate of title or salvage or 
certificate of lien for the vehicle to the Secretary of State.  The delivery of the certificate to the 
Secretary of State does not affect the rights of the lienholder.  [PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 
PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF).]
D.  The individual awarded the vehicle shall apply for a certificate of title or certificate of salvage 
and, if there was an unsatisfied lien at the time of the divorce decree, shall state the lien on the 
application.  Upon receipt of the application, the required fee, the certificate of title or salvage and 
proof of the award of the vehicle in a divorce, the Secretary of State shall issue a title in the name 
of the individual awarded the vehicle and, if there is a lien on the vehicle, shall issue a certificate 
of lien, certificate of title or certificate of salvage to the lienholder.  [PL 1995, c. 645, Pt. A, §10 
(AMD).]

[PL 1995, c. 645, Pt. A, §10 (AMD).]
6.  Repossession.  Upon the exercise of the right to take possession of a vehicle by a lienholder that 

is a creditor as defined in Title 9‑A, section 1‑301, subsection 17, or the assignee of that creditor, 
ownership of the vehicle vests in the lienholder, subject to the rights granted to the owner and the duties 
imposed on the lienholder under Title 9‑A, Article 5, Part 1, Title 11, Article 9‑A, Part 6 and Title 32, 
section 11017.
[PL 2009, c. 45, §1 (AMD).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW). PL 1993, c. 683, §B5 (AFF). PL 1995, c. 645, §A10 (AMD). PL 
2003, c. 133, §1 (AMD). PL 2009, c. 45, §1 (AMD). 

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include 
the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects 
changes made through the First Regular Session and the First Special Session of the131st Maine Legislature and is current through 
November 1, 2023. The text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary 
of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our 
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to 
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the 
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.


