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CHAPTER 203

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

SUBCHAPTER 1

APPROVAL AND ACCREDITATION

§4201.  Approval
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 859, §§A13,A25 (RP). PL 1985, c. 142, §1 (AMD). 
§4202.  Removal of basic approval
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 859, §§A13,A25 (RP). PL 1985, c. 142, §1 (AMD). 
§4203.  Nonrenewal of basic approval
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 859, §§A13,A25 (RP). PL 1985, c. 142, §1 (AMD). 
§4204.  Accreditation
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 806, §43 (AMD). PL 1983, c. 859, §§A14,A25 
(RP). PL 1983, c. 862, §53 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 142, §1 (AMD). PL 1985, c. 506, §§A30,31 
(RP). 
§4205.  Private schools
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1981, c. 693, §§5,8 (NEW). PL 1983, c. 859, §§A15,A25 (RP). PL 1985, c. 142, §1 (AMD). 

SUBCHAPTER 2

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATIONAL PLANS FOR CHILDREN IN PRESCHOOL TO 
GRADE 2

§4251.  Intent
The intent of this subchapter is to encourage school administrative units to place an increased 

emphasis on instruction and curriculum for all children beginning at 4 years of age in public preschool 
programs to grade 2.  This subchapter is not intended as a method of financing existing efforts but as a 
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way of encouraging the development of new or expanded programs.  [PL 2015, c. 267, Pt. C, §1 
(AMD).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1983, c. 576, §1 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 548, §2 (AMD). PL 2015, c. 267, Pt. C, §1 (AMD). 
§4252.  Program

The initiatives local units may elect to develop may include, but not be limited to, one or more of 
the following:  [PL 1983, c. 576, §1 (NEW).]

1.  Class size.  Reduce the class size in all classrooms;
[PL 2015, c. 267, Pt. C, §2 (AMD).]

2.  Teacher training.  Provide training programs for teachers in screening, educational diagnosis, 
program prescription or program development;
[PL 1983, c. 576, §1 (NEW).]

3.  Screening.  Establish or expand preschool or early childhood screening programs, including 
psychometrically valid English language proficiency screening for potential English learners as defined 
in section 15672, subsection 7‑B as determined by a language use survey developed by the department, 
and the development of individualized educational prescription based on the findings of the screening;
[PL 2019, c. 398, §20 (AMD).]

4.  Programs for children 4 years of age and 5 years of age.  Encourage the development of 
public preschool programs or 2-year kindergartens in conformity with section 5201, subsection 2, 
paragraph C and other appropriate programs to address the needs of children 4 years of age and 5 years 
of age;
[PL 2007, c. 141, §3 (AMD).]

5.  Multigrade classrooms.  Establish classroom units of more than one grade level;
[PL 1989, c. 548, §4 (AMD).]

6.  Learning environment.  Develop a learning environment which would encourage each student 
to learn and progress at that student's own functional level;
[PL 1989, c. 548, §4 (AMD).]

7.  Transition.  Facilitate the transition of children from preschool programs to public school 
programs;
[PL 2015, c. 183, §1 (AMD).]

8.  Family outreach.  Provide family outreach and support programs designed to improve parent-
school relations and parenting skills; and
[PL 2015, c. 183, §1 (AMD).]

9.  Early childhood statewide assessments.  The use of early childhood statewide assessment 
tools pursuant to chapter 222 to inform instruction and to communicate effectively with parents.  An 
early childhood statewide assessment must avoid inappropriate use of assessment information; 
specifically, the assessment may not result in labeling children, restricting kindergarten entry or 
predicting children's future academic and life success.
[PL 2015, c. 183, §2 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1983, c. 576, §1 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 548, §§3-5 (AMD). PL 2007, c. 141, §3 (AMD). PL 
2015, c. 183, §§1, 2 (AMD). PL 2015, c. 267, Pt. C, §2 (AMD). PL 2019, c. 398, §20 (AMD). 
§4253.  Local early childhood programs
(REPEALED)
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SECTION HISTORY
PL 1983, c. 576, §1 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 548, §6 (AMD). PL 1997, c. 534, §1 (AMD). PL 2007, 
c. 141, §4 (RP). 
§4253-A.  Model program grants
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1989, c. 548, §7 (NEW). PL 1997, c. 534, §2 (RP). 
§4254.  Funding

1.  Allowable costs.  Allowable costs are the cost of implementing approved plans; these costs may 
be added to the school unit's subsidizable costs under chapter 606‑B.
[PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §17 (AMD); PL 2005, c. 2, Pt. D, §§72, 74 (AFF); PL 2005, c. 12, Pt. 
WW, §18 (AFF).]

2.  First and 2nd years. 
[PL 1997, c. 534, §3 (RP).]

3.  Third and subsequent years. 
[PL 1997, c. 534, §3 (RP).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 1983, c. 576, §1 (NEW). PL 1989, c. 548, §8 (AMD). PL 1997, c. 534, §3 (AMD). PL 2005, 
c. 2, §D17 (AMD). PL 2005, c. 2, §§D72,74 (AFF). PL 2005, c. 12, §WW18 (AFF). 
§4255.  Coordinated early childhood programs for children 4 years of age
(REPEALED)
SECTION HISTORY
PL 2005, c. 368, §1 (NEW). PL 2007, c. 141, §5 (RP). 

SUBCHAPTER 3

PUBLIC PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN 4 YEARS OF AGE

§4271.  Start-up funding for public preschool programs
1.  Start-up funding.  To the extent the State provides adequate start-up funding, school 

administrative units may operate public preschool programs or provide for students to participate in 
such programs in accordance with the requirements of this Title.  For the purposes of this subchapter, 
"start-up funding" means a one-time, start-up grant awarded to a qualified school administrative unit 
that submits an implementation plan that is approved by the department for the operation of a new or 
expanded public preschool program.
[PL 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW).]

2.  Allowable costs.  Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year and for each subsequent school 
year, the State may provide start-up funding for the allowable costs to operate public preschool 
programs for children 4 years of age under this subchapter.
[PL 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW).]

3.  Grant funds.  Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year and for each subsequent school year, 
the commissioner may provide start-up funding to qualified school administrative units to operate 
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public preschool programs for children 4 years of age. Grants provided for allowable costs for approved 
public preschool programs must be provided from state, federal or private funds appropriated, allocated 
or authorized by the Legislature for that purpose.
[PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. C, §5 (AMD).]

3-A.  Phase-in procedures for new or newly expanded public preschool programs.  Beginning 
July 1, 2018, for new or newly expanded public preschool programs, the commissioner shall make a 
preliminary calculation of total allocation pursuant to section 15674 based on the following:

A.  Estimated public preschool program student counts not to exceed the school unit's most recent 
kindergarten enrollment;  [PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. C, §6 (NEW).]
B.  Estimated rates and weights based on statewide averages; and  [PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. C, §6 
(NEW).]
C.  The preliminary calculation of total allocation, which must be replaced with actual student data 
once students have been enrolled for the new school year.  The new or newly expanded public 
preschool programs shall enroll new students no later than August 1st in a student information 
system maintained by the department.  [PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. C, §6 (NEW).]

[PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. C, §6 (NEW).]
4.  Qualifications; rules.  To qualify for a grant under this section, a school administrative unit 

must submit an implementation plan to the department for the operation of a new or expanded public 
preschool program. The qualifications established for implementation plans must contain standards and 
best practices for public preschool programs and must encourage a school administrative unit to 
demonstrate coordination with other early childhood programs in the community to maximize resources 
and provide comprehensive services to meet the needs of children 4 years of age in accordance with 
this subchapter and rules adopted by the commissioner.  In awarding grants under this section, the 
commissioner shall give priority to a qualified school administrative unit that has a greater percentage 
of economically disadvantaged students as determined pursuant to section 15675, subsection 2 than 
other qualified school administrative units under this subsection and in accordance with the following 
order of preference:

A.  The first preference must be to award grant funds to a qualified school administrative unit that 
does not operate a public preschool program and that submits a plan for the development and 
operation of a new public preschool program; and  [PL 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW).]
B.  The 2nd preference must be to award grant funds to a qualified school administrative unit that 
operates a public preschool program and that submits a plan for the development and operation of 
an expanded public preschool program.  [PL 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW).]

The commissioner shall adopt rules that establish criteria for the approval of implementation plans and 
for the awarding of start-up funds for the allowable costs of operating public preschool programs.  Rules 
adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, 
subchapter 2‑A.
[PL 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW).]

5.  Application for federal public preschool funds.  The department may apply for assistance 
from the Federal Government for the development of public preschool programs for children 4 years 
of age on behalf of school administrative units in the State.  The department shall administer any federal 
funds received for the benefit of public preschool programs in the State.  As the designated state agency 
authorized to administer federal funds, the department shall develop a state plan and application for 
funding public preschool programs and shall disburse federal funds as authorized and required by 
applicable federal law.  Beginning in fiscal year 2015-16, the department shall provide any federal 
funds received to qualified school administrative units as part of the start-up funding provided for the 
development and operation of public preschool programs under this section.  If federal funds are used 
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as part of the start-up funds to operate new or expanded public preschool programs, the students 
enrolled in these programs must be considered subsidizable pupils for purposes of state subsidy 
calculations pursuant to chapter 606‑B.
[PL 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 2013, c. 581, §3 (NEW). PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. C, §§5, 6 (AMD). 
§4272.  Expansion of public preschool programs report

The commissioner shall report annually by February 15th to the joint standing committee of the 
Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters on the department's initiatives, incentives and 
progress to expand public preschool programs.  [PL 2023, c. 477, §1 (NEW).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 2023, c. 477, §1 (NEW). 
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