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§5-910.  Termination of power of attorney or agent's authority
1.  Termination of power of attorney.  A power of attorney terminates when:
A.  The principal dies;  [PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]
B.  The principal becomes incapacitated, if the power of attorney is not durable;  [PL 2017, c. 402, 
Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]
C.  The principal revokes the power of attorney;  [PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, 
c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]
D.  The power of attorney provides that it terminates;  [PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 
2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]
E.  The purpose of the power of attorney is accomplished; or  [PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 
PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]
F.  The principal revokes the agent's authority or the agent dies, becomes incapacitated or resigns 
and the power of attorney does not provide for another agent to act under the power of attorney.  
[PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]

[PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]
2.  Termination of agent's authority.  An agent's authority terminates:
A.  When the principal revokes the authority;  [PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 
417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]
B.  When the agent dies, becomes incapacitated or resigns;  [PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); 
PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]
C.  When an action is filed for the termination or annulment of the agent's marriage to the principal 
or their legal separation, unless the power of attorney otherwise provides;  [PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. 
A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]
D.  Upon the sooner to occur of either:

(1)  The marriage of the principal to a person other than the agent if upon or after execution of 
the power of attorney the principal and the agent are or became registered domestic partners, 
the filing with the domestic partner registry, in accordance with Title 22, section 2710, 
subsection 4, of a notice consenting to the termination of a registered domestic partnership of 
the principal and the agent; or
(2)  Upon service, in accordance with Title 22, section 2710, subsection 4, of a notice of intent 
to terminate the registered domestic partnership of the principal and the agent; or  [PL 2017, 
c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]

E.  When the power of attorney terminates.  [PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 
417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]

[PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]
3.  Agent's authority until termination.  Unless the power of attorney otherwise provides, an 

agent's authority is exercisable until the authority terminates under subsection 2, notwithstanding a 
lapse of time since the execution of the power of attorney.
[PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]

4.  Termination of authority not effective without actual knowledge.  Termination of an agent's 
authority or of a power of attorney is not effective as to the agent or another person that, without actual 
knowledge of the termination, acts in good faith under the power of attorney.  An act so performed, 
unless otherwise invalid or unenforceable, binds the principal and the principal's successors in interest.
[PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]
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5.  Incapacity does not revoke or terminate nondurable power of attorney without actual 
knowledge.  Incapacity of the principal of a power of attorney that is not durable does not revoke or 
terminate the power of attorney as to an agent or other person that, without actual knowledge of the 
incapacity, acts in good faith under the power of attorney.  An act so performed, unless otherwise 
invalid or unenforceable, binds the principal and the principal's successors in interest.
[PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]

6.  Previously executed power of attorney not revoked unless provided.  The execution of a 
power of attorney does not revoke a power of attorney previously executed by the principal unless the 
subsequent power of attorney provides that the previous power of attorney is revoked or that all other 
powers of attorney are revoked.
[PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW); PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14 (AFF).]
SECTION HISTORY
PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 (NEW). PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. F, §1 (AFF). PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, 
§14 (AFF). 

The State of Maine claims a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include 
the following disclaimer in your publication:
All copyrights and other rights to statutory text are reserved by the State of Maine. The text included in this publication reflects 
changes made through the First Regular and First Special Session of the 131st Maine Legislature and is current through November 
1. 2023. The text is subject to change without notice. It is a version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. 
Refer to the Maine Revised Statutes Annotated and supplements for certified text.
The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our 
goal is not to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to 
preserve the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or provide legal advice or interpretation of Maine law to the 
public. If you need legal assistance, please contact a qualified attorney.


